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He that hath my word, let him speak my word faithfully. 
Jeremiah 23:28 

  The Trial of Your Faith 

That the trial of your faith, being much more precious than of gold that 
perisheth, though it be tried with fire, might be found unto praise and 
honour and glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ.  

(1 Peter 1:7) 

How our lives, our concerns, and our activities have changed! Just a few 
months ago life was relatively carefree and unrestricted as we went about 
our daily routines. But, as prophesied, suddenly the cares of this life (Luke 
21:34) would no longer occupy the attention they once did as the COVID-19 

pandemic appeared and spread at an alarming 
rate. Gone were all professional as well as 
amateur and little league sports, sit-down 
restaurants, theme parks and recreation centers. 
Schools and universities shut their doors, public 
gatherings were discouraged, and travel was 
restricted by state and federal orders. Financial 
security evaporated as stock markets 
plummeted, businesses were shut down and 
workers laid off. As the daily reports on the 
number of citizens infected and killed by the 
virus grew exponentially, genuine fear gripped 
the nations. Stay at home orders, virtual 
communications, and work from home (if 
available) became the new reality. In truth, 
being at home and engaging in building one 
another up demonstrates to us just how 
unimportant these “cares” and pleasures of the 
world are! They are nonessential distractions 
competing with our time and attention to the 

things and worship of God. Faith, love, prayer, and obedience are essential 
to salvation, and must be our priority.  

Though there have been reports that many in the world have expressed their 
opinion that God brought this pandemic upon the world as a wake-up call, 
the stronger and more prevalent message from authorities and leaders is that 

 

EDITORIAL 

As fragile mortal 
beings, Christ’s 
brethren are not 
immune to the 
fear and anxiety 
that have 
overtaken the 
nations. 
Worldwide, many 
thousands are 
dying from the 
pestilence. 



Christadelphian Advocate June 2020                            p. 137  

the nations will overcome the threat and life will return to “normalcy,” 
“better times,” and “life as usual.” Yet the Word of God and the signs of the 
times would seem to indicate otherwise! For nation shall rise against 
nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, 
and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers places. All these are the 
beginning of sorrows (Matthew 24:7-8). 

As fragile mortal beings, Christ’s brethren are not immune to the fear 
and anxiety that have overtaken the nations. Worldwide, many thousands 
are dying from the pestilence. Dense population areas are the hardest hit, 
their fear and suffering continually and graphically broadcast by the news 
media. Though other thousands of health care staff risk their own lives 
through their efforts to save those most intensely impacted, there is as yet no 
cure. As David so clearly and repeatedly declared throughout the Psalms, 
Yahweh is the God of my [our] salvation (25:5), in the multitude of thy 
mercy… in the truth of thy salvation (69:13). Though God is indeed the sole 
savior of His covenanted people (1 John 5:1-4), any of us could die from 
any manner of illness, violence, or accident at any time (a common fear, as 
well as a trial of faith). Yet, who can know God’s purpose for and with 
any of us amongst others? For instance, Joseph, the husband of Mary, 
described as a just man (Matthew 1:19), presumably died before Jesus 
commended Mary to John at the crucifixion. Death is not the end for those 
that die in faith, those having obtained a good report through faith 
(Hebrews 11:13, 39). Brother John Marshall addressed this in his book 
Portrait of the Saint, under the section title: 

The Shield of Faith 

“Above all, taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to 
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked (Ephesians 6:16). While faith 
has in it the substance of belief, it is above all an attitude of complete 
trust; Jesus expressed it more than once to his disciples: Have faith in 
God (Mark 11:22). 

Hebrews 11, which recites the names of heroes of faith from Abel to 
Samuel and recalls the sufferings of nameless saints, begins with a 
definition of faith: Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen (Hebrews 11:1 RSV). 

Armed with the inner certainty of the victorious outcome of the warfare, 
the soldier-saint can give his unswerving devotion to his revered 
Captain because he is assured of his success. Thus, whatever his Captain 
asks of him must be done; whatever he does must be followed, even 
though it may result in death. The soldier knows that his interests and 
his future are secure in the hands of his leader… This is the victory that 
overcometh the world, even our faith (1 John 5:4).” (John Marshall, 
Portrait of the Saint, Ch. 14 – The Soldier-Saint, pp. 105-6) 
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Brethren, what must we do to strengthen ourselves within this time of 
fear and trouble? Scripture is our guide, and we find the foundation answer 
for our inquiry in the counsel Peter 
addressed to the “elect” (1 Peter 1:1), i.e., 
them that hath obtained like precious faith 
with us through the righteousness of God 
and our saviour Jesus Christ (2 Peter 1:1). 
In his second epistle, Peter both warns and 
guides believers regarding apostasy and the 
corrupting influence of scoffers in the last 
days (3:3):  

3:1 – Stir up your pure minds by way of 
remembrance (emphasizing the need for 
God’s Word to be brought and kept in 
remembrance: with the understanding and 
conviction that as God has faithfully 
intervened and saved in the past, so will He 
in these “last days” in accordance with His 
Word). 

3:2 – That ye may be mindful of the words 
which were spoken before by the holy 
prophets, and of the commandment… (i.e., that belief and faith in God’s 
Word and prophecies should stir and sharpen our focus, determination, and 
commitment to “watch” the signs of the times and make ourselves ready for 
our Lord’s call to judgment). 

If we stand upon this foundation of faith, and trust that God’s Word is 
being fulfilled before our eyes and will soon culminate in the return of our 
Lord and the establishment of God’s Kingdom, we will not falter … if we 
hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm unto the end 
(Hebrews 3:6). In this age of digital/virtual communication we have 
immediate access to reminders and encouragements from our brethren to 
strengthen ourselves and “hold fast.” It is a great blessing to have access to 
Christadelphian recordings, writings, lectures, Bible videos, and a multitude 
of motivating spiritual reminders such as:    

“It is so easy to read the Word daily as either a duty or a mechanical 
habit, perhaps both. There is little value in this. The daily reading of the 
Word should be out of a desire to serve Yahweh by absorbing into the 
mind that which is being read. To absorb the Word requires a keen 
interest therein, together with an inquiring mind. The Lord Jesus offered 
his disciples this wise advice: ‘Ask, and it shall be given you; seek, and 
ye shall find; knock, and it shall be opened unto you’ – Matthew 
7:7…” (Monday’s Motivation, 3-30-20)  

If we stand upon 
this foundation of 
faith, and  trust that 
God’s Word is being 
fulfilled before our 
eyes and will soon 
culminate in the 
return of our Lord 
and the 
establishment of 
God’s  Kingdom, we 
will not falter … 
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“There is a possibility that a man may assent to it (the Bible) being the 
Word of God and yet fail to be influenced by its teaching in the way that 
ought to result from such an assent. Many causes may lead to this. The 
leading cause is want of familiarity. Let business and other things be 
attended to in their proper measure, but the Bible ought never to be 
displaced from the supreme position… constantly read and devoutly 
pondered…”  (The Ways of Providence, Ch. 1, pp. 3-4)  

In Conclusion: 

For where your treasure is, there will your heart be also (Matthew 6:21).  

But without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him (Hebrews 11:6). 

Let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our 
hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience, and our bodies washed with pure 
water. Let us hold fast the profession of our faith without wavering; (for 
he is faithful that promised (Hebrews 10:22-23).   

                                                                                                     Editor 

FEATURE ARTICLE  

I Thirst   
(John 19:28) 

The context for these words spoken by Jesus from the cross is John 19:28-30 
(ESV): After this, Jesus, knowing that all was now finished, said (to fulfill 
the Scripture), “I thirst.” A jar full of sour wine stood there, so they put a 
sponge full of the sour wine on a hyssop branch and held it to his mouth. 
When Jesus had received the sour wine, he said, “It is finished,” and he 
bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

John indicates that Jesus said “I thirst” to fulfill Scripture. There is one 
Scripture – Psalm 69:21 – which indicates that Jesus would be given wine to 
drink to quench his thirst: They gave me poison for food, and for my thirst 
they gave me sour wine to drink (ESV). However, as we will suggest, this 
verse was fulfilled prior to Jesus saying I thirst during the last few minutes 
of his life. Therefore, we need to identify another Scripture to which Jesus 
referred when expressing his thirst. 
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First, we need some contextual background. 
Jesus’ words I thirst indicate a very real physical 
thirst of a dehydrated crucifixion victim. Jesus had 
been crucified (John 19:23) and was hanging on 
the crucifixion stake when he uttered these words. 
Mark records that it was the third hour in which 
Jesus was crucified (Mark 15:25), and that he 
breathed his last at the ninth hour (Mark 15:34), 
which is when he received sour wine from a 
soldier in response to his statement, I thirst. 

Jesus had been hanging on the crucifixion stake 
for just shy of six hours, not a long time for a 
crucifixion victim. Still, after being severely 
scourged and then crucified, he would have lost 
considerable blood and been dehydrated. 
Furthermore, he would have been hanging on the 
crucifixion stake during the heat of the day, since 

the ninth hour corresponds to three o’clock in the afternoon. Weakened, 
exhausted from pulling himself up by his arms every time he wanted to 
breathe, in excruciating pain from scourging, crucifixion, and dehydration; 
he said, I thirst.  

Just before his crucifixion, Jesus was offered a drink by the Roman soldiers, 
described by Matthew as wine mixed with gall (Matthew 27:34), and by 
Mark as wine mixed with myrrh (Mark 15:23). Jesus would have been 
offered sour wine into which a narcotic was mixed to numb the pain of his 
impending crucifixion. The narcotic seems to have been a mixture of opium 
(gall) and myrrh. Myrrh may have been a flavoring agent. There is a 
historical record in the Talmud describing crucifixion victims being given a 
goblet of wine containing a grain of 
frankincense to benumb their senses and confuse 
their mind, brought and donated by prominent 
women in Jerusalem.1 Thus, it seems to have 
been common practice for crucifixion victims to 
be offered wine laced with a narcotic. 

Jesus tasted this wine but refused to drink it, as 
Matthew records, And when he had tasted 
thereof, he would not drink (Matthew 27:34). 
The wine would have had a bitter taste from the 
narcotic, and Jesus would have recognized that if 
he were to drink this wine, he would have 
intoxicated himself. Jesus decided not to yield to 
the temptation to intoxicate himself, and 

 

Just before his 
crucifixion, 
Jesus was 
offered a drink 
by the Roman 
soldiers, 
described by 
Matthew as 
wine mixed 
with gall… 

The wine he was 
offered while 
hanging on the 
stake was a 
different drink, 
known as posca,2 
which is wine 
vinegar diluted 
with water.  
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therefore not to diminish the pain of his sacrifice, dull his mind, nor weaken 
his commitment to pleasing God.  

Psalm 69:21 contains two parallel statements: They gave me poison for 
food, and for my thirst they gave me sour wine to drink. The Hebrew word 
translated “food” occurs just this once in the Old Testament, and is from a 
root word meaning “to consume” or “to select.” Thus, it does not have to 
denote actual food, but something consumed or selected. Roman crucifixion 
victims had narcotic-infused wine provided for them to consume. Psalm 
69:21 likely refers to the wine Jesus was first offered, which was 
“poisonous” in that it was contaminated with opium. Jesus was offered this 
wine before he was crucified. Had he drunk it, its narcotic effect may have 
prevented him from saying “I thirst” (or the other final words he spoke 
during his crucifixion in his determination to fulfill Psalm 69:21). 

The wine that he received during his crucifixion did not contain any 

narcotics. The wine he was offered while hanging on the stake was a 

different drink, known as posca,2 which is wine diluted with water. It was a 
popular drink with soldiers in the Roman army, as it was inexpensive, and 

would not make them sick, as it killed bacteria in the water. 

The Roman soldiers poured some posca onto 

a sponge, put the posca-filled sponge on a 

hyssop branch, and lifted the sponge up to 

Jesus, whereupon he received it and said, “It 

is finished” (John 19:29-30). Sucking liquid 
from a sponge was the only way Jesus could 

have ingested any fluid, as his hands were 

nailed to the stake. Sponges were found on 

the Mediterranean coast, and were used by 

soldiers as alternatives to drinking vessels, 

to pad their helmets, and to wipe themselves 

after defecating. The soldiers who offered 
the posca-filled sponge to Jesus may have 

used one of their clean sponges and offered 

it to him out of mercy. However, given the 

barbaric notoriety of Roman soldiers, it is 

more likely that they offered him a soiled 

sponge. If so, it was a final way for the 

soldiers to humiliate Jesus. 

Recall that John 19:28 records that Jesus said “I thirst” to fulfill the 

Scripture. The Scripture to which Jesus referred was Psalm 22:15: My 

strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and 

Perhaps Jesus said 
“I thirst” in 
recognition that the 
final part of Psalm 
22:15 was 
imminent… he may 
also have wanted 
enough moisture to 
wet his lips to utter 
his final words 
before he expired… 
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thou hast brought me into the dust of death. When Jesus said “I thirst,” his 

strength was nearly spent, and his mouth would have been dry, causing his 

tongue to stick in his mouth. Once his physical condition reached this point, 

the only thing remaining was his death. The sequence of Jesus’ physical 

weakness, dehydration and death in Psalm 22:15 matches what is recorded 

in John 19:28-30.  

Perhaps Jesus said “I thirst” in recognition that the final part of Psalm 22:15 
– his death – was imminent once his mouth was dried out. Practically, he 

may also have wanted enough moisture to wet his lips to utter his final 

words before he expired, as he knew that his life’s work was now finished. 

If he wanted to wet his lips from a soiled sponge to be able to utter a few 

final words, it shows his remarkable presence of mind and unwavering 

commitment to please God.  

Throughout Jesus’ ministry, he taught about thirst. For instance, in John 

4:14 (ESV), Jesus said, Whoever drinks of the water that I will give him will 
never be thirsty again. The water that I will give him will become in him a 

spring of water welling up to eternal life. Jesus also said, I am the bread of 

life: he that cometh to me shall never hunger; and he that believeth on me 

shall never thirst (John 6:35); and, Except ye eat the flesh of the Son of man, 

and drink his blood, ye have no life in you (John 6:53). 

The apostle John, who is the only gospel writer to record that Jesus said “I 

thirst,” would have been familiar with Jesus’ words about thirst in John 

chapters 4 and 6, since he (John) wrote them. While the primary purpose of 

Jesus’ words “I thirst” was to fulfill Scripture, they may have served a 

secondary purpose, which was to remind John (and all disciples of Christ) 

that true thirst can only be quenched by following the words of Jesus, which 
can lead to everlasting life. Jesus’ thirst on the crucifixion stake was not 

quenched by wetting his lips on a sponge. Our natural thirst for water can 

never be satisfied, but if we are thirsty for eternal life, we can find it in 

Jesus. 

                                                               Jonathan Farrar, Binbrook, ON 

_______________________ 

1Babylonian Talmud, Sanhedrin 43a  
2 Posca – Wikipedia; see also R. W. Davies (1971), “The Roman Military     
  Diet”, Society for the Promotion of Roman Studies, Vol. 2, p. 124,  
  footnote 22. 
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Impact of the COVID-19 Virus on the World and Us? 

Question: I really believe, as most of us do, that the COVID-19 pandemic is 
a sign of the times and of the nearness of our Lord’s return. I also see it as a 
punishment from God, but I’ve heard others say that it is not. What are your 
thoughts on its intended impact on the world and on us as true believers?  

Answer: There is no question that the COVID-19 virus has impacted the 
world enormously, essentially turning it upside down and grinding it to a 
halt. We agree with the reader that the question we should be asking 
ourselves is: What can we learn from this extraordinary event, and what 
was Yahweh’s intended purpose in bringing it upon the earth? Surely, 
there are lessons that we should take to heart as with any trial and major 
disruption in our lives. We know that we shouldn’t simply stumble through 
this crisis and hope everything ends quickly so we can return to our lives as 
before. 

What does the Bible say about such 
plagues and what should our 
response be? What about those 
around us and the world in general? 
Is this the beginning of the wrath of 
God that we know would come just 
prior to Christ’s return? Behold, the 
day of the LORD cometh, cruel 
both with wrath and fierce anger, 
to lay the land desolate: and he 

shall destroy the sinners thereof out of it (Isaiah 13:9).  

Reaction of the World 

The overall national conversation on the news has been all about 
containment measures, projecting worst-case scenarios, the number of 
infections and fatalities, and how protracted the shutdowns and lockdowns 
will be, etc. We hear very little about God when the pundits, doctors, 
scientists, and celebrities speak. 

 

 
Readers are asked to submit questions 
to be answered as well as comments 
on previously published answers in 
this section. Questions and comments 
may be sent to:  Brother Ken Wood  at question@christadelphianadvocate.org  

Q & A 
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The media has created a great deal of hysteria around the world (not to 
minimize the severity of this crisis, for the facts are real). The early shocks 
to the global financial markets came from a fear of how bad it could get and 
not from existing disruptions. Likewise, shortages in grocery and other 
stores weren’t a result of supply shortages, manufacturing or distribution 
problems, but from panic buying and hoarding. Plenty of food, toilet paper 
and other essentials existed, but people were frantically grabbing more than 
they needed, looking after themselves. 

It exposed some ugly truths about human nature – truths certain to prove 
relevant in the remaining time leading up to our Lord’s coming. It may be a 
preview of how people will react as the world crisis continues or gets worse, 
which we know it will. What will happen if an even more lethal disease or 
an environmental or financial disaster totally disrupts the supply chain? 
What if earthquakes or other natural phenomena destroy infrastructure 
around the globe; wipe out food production; long-term economic depression 
hits and currencies collapse; we suffer an energy embargo; or terrorists 
deploy biological, chemical or nuclear weapons in major cities? How will 
the world’s population react then? 

Our Reaction 

We, as believers, need to be sincerely looking to God at this time, not only 
for comfort, strength, protection, health and healing, but also for guidance in 
our walk on an individual basis. We need to try and see this current crisis 
from Yahweh’s point of view. We must see how He is involved and what 
He is trying to teach us. As stated in this issue’s editorial, many do see this 
pandemic as a wake-up call, and so must we. 

Most of us have not suffered great hardship as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic like some have, but we have been deprived of some of our 
freedom and been thrown into a “new normal.” Perhaps God is wanting to 
show us how a little hardship can make us realize how thankful we should 
be for what we do still have, even in difficult times. What if God is trying to 
warn us that bigger trials are coming, and to give us a taste of them to help 
prepare us? Maybe He wants us to slow down a little, to spend more time at 
home with our families/ecclesial brothers and sisters, and less time at work 
or play. Perhaps this is another reason why some of us have been forced to 
work from home, and why children are no longer going to school.   

Is it possible that God is using this disease pandemic to give us more 
time to reflect on our priorities and how we might better redeem the 
time remaining in His service; that is, more time to ponder and consider 
His ways? Now therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts; Consider your ways. 
Ye have sown much, and bring in little; ye eat, but ye have not enough; ye 
drink, but ye are not filled with drink; ye clothe you, but there is none warm; 
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and he that earneth wages earneth wages to put it into a bag with holes 
(Haggai 1:5-6). 

It is possible that God is trying to show us – through this crisis – that 
modern conveniences and other such “luxuries” have been dominating our 
lives and drawing us away from the spiritual to the carnal. For to be 
carnally minded is death; but to be spiritually minded is life and peace. 
Because the carnal mind is enmity against God: for it is not subject to the 
law of God, neither indeed can be (Romans 8:6-7). Perhaps our Creator 
wants to help us see how we might be trusting in ourselves too much, and to 
realize how fragile the world and its healthcare and other infrastructure is, 
and just how tenuous life in general can be. 

Our Guidebook has the Answers 

God’s Word tells us why events like this are 
happening. It explains why God allows such 
trials – at times on a massive scale – to 
accomplish His plan and purpose. We know 
our Bibles are full of examples, both 
historic and prophetic, of God correcting His 
people through trial including plagues and 
diseases in general. 

Indeed, the Bible is our invaluable guide 
through an event like this. It tells us what to 
expect and how to successfully navigate 
through such tumultuous times. Mankind has 
not learned these lessons. How thankful we 
are that we have been given time to reflect on 
them ourselves. Adam and Eve’s choice 
cut mankind off from God and put all in need 
of repentance and reconciliation. Ever since, 
men have been trying to make things work on 
their own, distancing themselves further from 
God through damnable heresies (2 Peter 
2:1). We know this is why Yahweh has sent 
one punishment after another for man’s 

pernicious ways and iniquity as Peter also explains (2:4-22). Our Creator is 
reaching out to mankind to see the error of his ways, and instill a love 
for His way. The Lord is…longsuffering to us-ward, not willing 
that any should perish, but that all should come to repentance (2 Peter 3:9).  

Why Pandemics? 

The God of Israel told His people that plagues, pestilence and disease would 
be among the curses if they did not obey His commandments. If thou wilt 

 

God is trumpeting 
His end-time 
warning message 
to us and the 
world through this 
work… We must 
heed this wake-up 
call and act while 
the warning is still 
going out… One 
must seek God 
while he may be 
found…      
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not observe to do all the words of this law that are written in this book, that 
thou mayest fear this glorious and fearful name, The Lord Thy God; Then 
the Lord will make thy plagues wonderful, and the plagues of thy seed, even 
great plagues, and of long continuance, and sore sicknesses, and of long 
continuance. Moreover he will bring upon thee all the diseases of Egypt, 
which thou wast afraid of; and they shall cleave unto thee. Also every 
sickness, and every plague, which is not written in the book of this law, them 
will the Lord bring upon thee, until thou be destroyed … that all these 
curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee … because of the 
wickedness of thy doings, whereby thou hast forsaken me. The Lord shall 
make the pestilence cleave unto thee… (Deuteronomy 28:58-61, 20-21).  

Moses then gets more specific, discussing disease in the next verse: The 
Lord shall smite thee with a consumption [chronic degenerative diseases], 
and with a fever, and with an inflammation [communicable diseases like 
influenzas including coronavirus], and with an extreme burning … (verse 
22). 

Here in Deuteronomy 28 we then have the principle established that 
sickness and disease are one of the primary repercussions for disobedience. 
This is just one of many passages showing how God corrects His children 
when they go astray. Throughout His Word, we learn that the aim of such 
curses and punishments is to turn His children back to Him.   

Intended Impact on Others in the World 

Coronavirus is definitely a problem – but compared to the scale of what may 
be coming, it is only the beginning of what has been prophesied in terms of 
the cleansings of the earth. Again, we should not lose sight of 
the reason. God does not destroy indiscriminately: He is punishing the 
world in love and in measure – to help anyone who has ears to hear and 
eyes to see that they may turn from the path of destruction to the way of 
Truth! 

Many of the things that our society loves have been suddenly and forcibly 
stripped away: sports, concerts, bars, comforts and luxuries, money and 
materialism, professions and careers, investment portfolios, etc. These 
things can be idols to anyone. They are idols because people put them ahead 
of God, which is a form of idolatry.  

Just like us, many people who cannot go to work or school also have more 
time on their hands. This is an opportunity to direct their attention to 
the more important things in life that are too often neglected amid the hustle 
and bustle of everyday responsibilities and distractions. God wants 
mankind to see the error of their ways and turn their hearts to Him. He wants 
mankind to recognize just how failed and flawed the civilization they have 
built apart from Him is. He can use a crisis like this to try to drive people in 
that direction. But if people don’t respond, what more can a loving God do? 



Christadelphian Advocate June 2020                            p. 147  

The Bible includes some grim prophecies about disease pandemics in the 
end time. In the Matthew 24 prophecy quoted in this month’s editorial, Jesus 
was forecasting the conditions that would precede his Second Coming. 
Among them he spoke of pestilences [diseases] arising in various places 
(verse 7).  

God is trumpeting His end-time warning message to us and the world 
through this work, literally fulfilling His prophecy in Isaiah 58:1, Cry aloud, 
spare not, lift up thy voice like a trumpet, and shew my people their 
transgression, and the house of Jacob their sins. When the great tribulation 
comes, some will finally cry out to God for His intervention in their lives, 
but it may be too late. One must seek God while he may be found (Isaiah 
55:6). 

Impact on Us 

Must we suffer alongside the world? No: not in the same way. The same 
God who controls world events is altogether capable of protecting us as 
believers in Him and His Son our Redeemer. We must heed this wake-up 
call and act while the warning is still going out. He promises to forgive and 
to protect all who repent. The Bible is filled with examples of His helping 
the righteous and punishing the unrighteous. The Apostle Peter wrote that 
the Lord knows how to rescue the godly from trials, and to keep the 
unrighteous under punishment until the day of judgment (2 Peter 2:9 ESV). 
This lesson permeates the Bible: God protects righteous, obedient 
people who seek His protection. 

The God of Israel has power over disease. He told His people in Exodus 
15:26 that if they diligently hear Him and keep His laws, I will put none of 
these diseases upon thee, which I have brought upon the Egyptians: for I am 
the Lord that healeth thee. God promises to forgive and to heal: Bless the 
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits: Who forgiveth all thine 
iniquities; who healeth all thy diseases (Psalm 103:2-3). This does not mean 
we will never get sick or be infected with COVID-19. In fact, this promise 
of healing ultimately applies to those who are blessed with immortality, who 
will then be truly immune and never again get a sickness or disease, for the 
former things are passed away (Revelation 21:4).  

God is in control, and He promises in Romans 8:28 that all things work 
together for good to them that love God, to them who are the called 
according to his purpose. We may experience some of the same troubles 
that descend on the world, yet we have a solid hope in the future Kingdom 
God has promised. It is as an “anchor of the soul” to stabilize us even in 
times such as this. 

      Ken Wood, Richmond, VA 
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The Significance of Cardinal Directions in Scripture 

Part 2: South    

This is the second of four articles on the cardinal 
directions of North, South, East, and West. In this 
review, we will try to discern the meanings and 
associations with the direction South as used in 
the Scriptures. In Ezekiel’s vision of the four living 
creatures… each with four faces pointing in the four 
cardinal directions, the face that Ezekiel saw head 
on was the face of a man, indicating that the man 
was the face associated with the cardinal direction 
South. It is important to point out, however, that 
sometimes direction is associated with a place only 
to give a sense of its location and orientation, i.e., as 
in giving directions to a person and saying, “Go 
three blocks south and then one block west. Your 
destination is on the north side of the street.” 

In reviewing cardinal directions in the manner in 
which we are accustomed to interpreting them, we may begin to notice other 
patterns emerging. It appears to this author that generally both North and 
South have scriptural associations that relate to the temporal aspects of life, 
while East and West deal with eternal concepts. Example references that 
would seem to bear this out include Psalm 103:12, As far as the east is from 
the west, so far hath he removed our transgressions from us; and Job 37:9, 
Out of the south cometh the whirlwind: and cold out of the north. 

In Genesis 12:7-9, we find record of a portion of Abraham’s early 
travels in the land to which the Lord had lead him. Verses 7 and 8 speak 
of Abraham having pitched his tent between the towns of Ha’I [Ai] and 
Bethel. The town of Ai would gain fame later in the story of Joshua leading 
the Israelites into the land of Canaan following the death of Moses. It was 
the scene of a disastrous defeat of Israel following on the heel of their 
successful campaign against the heavily fortified city of Jericho. The 
meaning of Ha-I / Ai is “a ruin (as if overturned), a heap” (Strong’s #5857); 
while the meaning of Bethel is  “temple [house] of God” (Strong’s #1008).  

These two towns are mentioned several times in Scripture, but in our 
examination of the meanings associated with direction, they reveal an 
interesting picture of our walk in the Truth. Our walk in the Truth began 

EXPOSITION 
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with the fall of man in the Garden of Eden, which represents the “heap” or a 
scene of ruin where God’s order was transgressed. Yet, for the faithful, the 
journey will end in the Kingdom – “the house of God.” Abraham pitched 
his tent between these two cities and that may represent a timeline of our 
origins from condemnation to exaltation, or… the narrow way that we are to 
walk in our sojourn. From there, we are told Abraham continued going on 
still toward the south (Genesis 12:9).   

Looking at the many references to the 
South, a pattern seems to emerge: a pattern 
that gives an identity to the South as being a 
‘separate’ place. In Genesis 13:14-18, we find 
that Abraham was given title to all the land 
that he could see in every direction, and he 
was given license to walk throughout it and 
acquaint himself with it. He seemed to display 
a definite preference for the southerly portion 
of this land (as did Isaac and Jacob – Genesis 
13:18; 24:62; 35:27), particularly Hebron, 
which lay 32 km to the south of Jerusalem. An early premise that we can 
make is that South is the direction of our sojourn as pilgrims and strangers 
in the earth, as it was for Abraham. This premise can be reinforced through 
other clues. For instance, another meaning of South is that it is the direction 
of rescue or resistance. Even as the North typifies captivity (to sin), 
judgment, and oppression; the South represents the opposite; freedom, 
rescue, and a safe dwelling.   

Because north and south are opposite directions, it is not surprising 
that their meanings also reflect opposites. Abraham dwelt in the south 
living the life of a nomad. Nomads are known to dwell in tents (Strong’s 
#4633 “tabernacle, tent, shelter”), and Abraham dwelt in “tents” throughout 
his sojourn in the land, and this was credited to him as an act of faith 
(Hebrews 11:9). What is it about dwelling in a tent that reveals faith? A tent 
is a dwelling that has no security in and of itself. A tent has no fortifications 
or ramparts or high and thick walls to protect it. Abraham lived in a land 
where war was prevalent, and he was a man of great wealth making him a 
target for any who would choose to come against him. Abraham, in his 
sojourn, did not put his faith in high walls or heavy fortifications, but in 
God, whom he trusted to guide him as he sojourned in the South. Lot, on the 
other hand, removed himself and dwelt in a city with high walls and 
fortifications, and he found himself in much distress and trouble as a result. 
We recall that when Abraham was negotiating for a burial plot for Sarah, he 
was told by the men he was dealing with that he was regarded as a prince 
amongst them. It seems that Abraham’s safety was afforded to him as a 
result of his excellent character and his ability to dwell in peace with those 

…the south is 
separate so to 
speak, associated 
with warmth: a 
place of light and 
safety… 
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around him. We might assume that he was also a man given to assisting any 
who may have needed help, as he was in possession of great wealth. This is 
an apt description as to how we are to live our lives among the men of the 
world. There are other references to the south that would seem to enhance its 
identity as a “separate” place, such as Deuteronomy 33:23; Jeremiah 33:12-
13; Zechariah 9:14 – in the world but not of the world as it were – and this is 
how we are to view our sojourn – in the world, but not of it. 

Genesis 13:1 informs us, And Abram went up out of Egypt, he, and his 
wife, and all that he had, and Lot with him into the south. Even though 
Egypt is south of Israel, it is here differentiated from “the south.” The word 
South is from the word Negev/Negeb (see Orthodox Jewish Bible), and the 
two are used interchangeably. The Negev is that desert / semi-desert region 
south of Palestine through which the caravans traveled from Central 
Palestine to Egypt. The Negev is comprised of a “considerable but 
irregularly-shaped tract of country, its main portion stretching from the 
mountains and lowlands of Judah in the north to the mountains of 
Azazemeth in the south, and from the Dead Sea and southern Ghoron in the 
east to the Mediterranean on the west.” It’s interesting that in Ezekiel 20:46, 
three different words are all rendered South: Son of man, set thy face toward 
the south (Strong’s #8486+1886.5), and drop thy word toward the south 
(#1864) and prophesy against the forest of the south (#5045) field: 
indicating different applications of the word, including “south, southward, 
south side, south wind, the Negev.” Also of note is that the South is a 
definite place within the land promised to Abraham, and not part of the 
world as was the North. The South included much, though not all, of the 
desert in which Israel sojourned in their exodus from Egypt. 

It is with respect to this that we can now consider the golden lampstand 
that was placed on the 
south wall of the Holy 
Place of the tabernacle. 
Recall that the table of 
shewbread was placed 
on the north wall, and 
with its emblems of 
bread and wine it could 
be identified with the 
atonement that came 
about from the slaying 
of the sacrifice on the 

north side of the altar (as well as the crucifixion of Jesus on the north side of 
Jerusalem, which frees men from the captivity of sin). Brother Roberts 
comments on the nature and significance of the light put forth by the 
lampstand on the south wall in the tabernacle:   
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“And now we are outside the holiest of all, and outside the vail, but still 
inside the tabernacle in the holy or first chamber… the first in which the 
qualified visitor would have found himself on entering by the door of 
the tabernacle from the outside… There is no manifest glory of God, 
and no light except what comes from the lit candlestick with the seven 
branches… Darkness artificially dispelled is the characteristic of the 
holy place. 

To this there is a complete parallel in the holy state pertaining to the 
present life of the saints. There is no manifested glory of the Lord: that 
is veiled off by the earthly nature of present experience. There is light, 
but it is merely “the light of the knowledge of the glory of God” radiated 
by the lit candlestick of the Word of the Lord. The saints walk by faith,  
and therefore by the light of the golden candlestick, which is sevenfold, 
as imitating its perfection for the purpose in view. This is real light, 
thought faint by comparison with that which is within the veil. It is a 
light of actual demonstrated truth…”               

(Robert Roberts, The Law of Moses, 1979 edition, Chapter 14, p. 127) 

In conclusion: Though generally both North and South reflect 
scriptural associations that relate to the temporal aspects of life; the 
South is separate so to speak, associated with warmth: a place of light 
and safety (we recall that the Southern Kingdom of Judah was favored, 
while the Northern Kingdom of Israel was rebellious and the first to go into 
captivity).  

There are numerous passages throughout the Bible that establish the 
connection between the light of the Word of God and its impact upon our 
walk. This could be one of the reasons that the lampstand – the only source 
of illumination in the darkness of the first chamber of the tabernacle – was 
placed along the south wall to show that God’s Word is a light unto our feet 
as we sojourn. Of course, we may also consider the sun which rises in the 
east and sets in the west in the earth’s eternal course through the heavens, 
but remains always in the southern sector of the sky from the perspective of 
an observer in the northern hemisphere.                                                                                                              

                                                                      Mike Washeck, Powhatan, VA 

 

A Hidden Life     

 A Movie to Consider Seeing and Remembering 

Earlier this year there was a movie showing in theatres across North 
America (at this writing, January, 2020) that addressed the treatment of a 
religious conscientious objector in Nazi Austria in WWII. It is called A 
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Hidden Life and is an excellent real life portrayal of a young man from a 
farm in the Austrian Alps, Franz Jägerstätter, who refused to take the 
mandatory personal loyalty oath and to otherwise serve in the German army 
as a combatant in WWII. By the Spring of 1940 Franz came to believe the 
Nazis and their rule were evil and could not be supported in any way, 
beginning with its leader, Adolf Hitler. He was greatly motivated by his 
Christian (Catholic) beliefs. (See full Wikipedia article on “Franz 
Jägerstätter.”) 

This 3-hour film is of interest 
to Christadelphians for 
several reasons. In particular, it 
likely mirrors the treatment of a 
young Christadelphian brother, 
Albert Merz, who was also 
executed by the Nazis in 1941 
for refusing to serve in the 
German army and swear the 
personal loyalty oath to Adolf 
Hitler (see Wikipedia article on 
“Albert Merz”). 

While the religious motivations 
of Franz Jägerstätter and Albert 
Merz are not identical, the 
movie highlights the brutal 
treatment and pressures that 
were placed on young 
conscientious objectors at that 
time by the Nazi state, some 
family members, the 
communities in which they lived, church officials (not Christadelphians), 
and military personnel, to conform and drop their conscientious objections. 
The film starkly portrays the difficult decisions that have to be made and the 
extreme suffering and rejection that may result when such a stance is 
maintained in a time of war. What happened to Franz Jägerstätter in the 
movie appears to  reflect closely what happened to Brother Albert Merz. 

A point of side-interest is that the German Christadelphian community 
(which included young Brother Merz) was founded through the efforts of 
Brother Albert Maier, who was a young German immigrant to the USA in 
the 1880’s. Here is a partial account about Brother Maier from the book, 
Into All the World,1  by Brother Stanley Owen: 

“…Born in Reutlingen in 1860, he emigrated as a young man of 22 to 
Oregon USA, where he found work as an ironworker and improved his 

Based on True Events 
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command of the English language. He had once been a Methodist, but 
had become disillusioned with religion. His Christadelphian employer in 
Oregon [Thomas Rogers] observed him distributing atheistic literature 
signed “a seeker after Truth,” and invited him to his home where they 
spent long hours discussing the Bible. Albert Maier listened attentively 
and knew he had found what he was looking for. He was baptized by 
Brother Rogers in November 1885.” (Brother Rogers was the father of 
Sister Sarah Bigger, the mother of Sister Florence Smith, Sister 
Margaret Farrar, and Sister Mary Jane Alexander).  

Brother Maier was so enthused with his newly found belief that he returned 
to his native Wurttemberg in southwestern Germany in 1890 where he 
sought to convert members of his family. He was greatly assisted in this 
effort after The World’s Redemption (Der Welt Erlösung) was translated 
into German by Brother A. H. Zilmer and Brother Johann Miller. (See a 
fuller description of Brother Albert Maier in Brother Owen’s book).   

Later, there was an ongoing connection to Unamended ecclesias during the 
period 1920 to the mid-1950’s, as support for the German ecclesias was 
largely handled by brethren from the Fraternal Visitor (Suffolk St.) ecclesias 
in the UK, who were in fellowship at the time with some Unamended 
ecclesias in North America (including Hamilton, Portland, and Guelph) up 
until the reunion with the Central ecclesias in the mid-1950s.     

I highly recommend this very inspirational movie if you have an opportunity 
to view it in your area. It also has the wonderful scenery of the Austrian 
Alps, where Franz Jägerstätter and his wife had their farm. It is bound to 
deepen your appreciation and respect for those who experienced the darker 
side of what it can mean to be a conscientious objector to military service in 
wartime.       

                                                                              Rick Farrar, Drumbo ON 

_____________ 

1  Owen, Stanley, Into All the World, p. 33, published by the author at Bearsden, 
UK, 1998. Available from the Christadelphian Book Supply (https://

www.christadelphianbooks.com/search/category/317) 

Editor’s Note: We were unable to find this movie playing in our 
metropolitan area. Though the movie trailer was available through several 
Internet and TV sources, the only movie viewing options were to purchase 
it as a DVD or from a streaming service ranging from $14.00 to $20.00. 
One might expect the price to go down as time goes on. 
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Reconciling Religion and Reason (Part 2) 

Defining Faith    

It’s well enough to encourage debate and reason when it comes to teaching 
and defending our beliefs. For many in the world there is an immediate 
stumbling block when it comes to religious conviction; asking, “Isn’t faith 
contrary to or in spite of reason? Isn’t faith just another way of saying, I 
trust God in spite of any evidence that might cause me to doubt or change 
my mind”?  For many, faith is both of those things. In fact, these questions 
are extremely important and potentially beneficial to both believers and 
doubters alike.  

Consider: Since a good chunk of the 
orthodox world believes in an 
immortal soul, many stress the 
importance of believing in God – 
evidence or not – because if their faith 
in God slips, it may mean to them an 
eternity in hell. If a valued doctrine is 
confusing, such followers are content 
to live with the mystery. If the Bible 
appears to be in conflict with reason, 
some figure it’s best not to take a 
closer look. This view may actively  
or passively encourage lukewarm 
followers to keep the blinders on when 
it comes to questions about doctrine or 
the authenticity (or veracity) of their 
beliefs. The fear that something else, 
which might make more sense than what they currently believe, might 
change the meaning, purpose, and direction of their life. Therefore, belief in 
God, within reason or without, is for those conflicted followers an 
imperative! 

Conversely, atheists and agnostics couldn’t be more thrilled with defining 
faith in God as “belief in spite of reason.” For them, this rendering is 
tantamount to religion proclaiming that it is happy to engage in its own 
brand of wishfulness and superstition and disengage with the real, rational 
world around them. It also puts them in a position where, thanks to the (so-
called) rock of empirical science, they believe they can stand as a beacon of 
reason and rationality in a benighted world darkened by foolish superstition. 
United in this front, atheists and agnostics heckle what they believe to be the 

EXPOSITION 

…atheists and agnostics 
heckle what they 
believe to be the 
shortsighted religious 
masses while they focus 
on humanism, science, 
and freedom from the 
“bondage of religion” as 
the fix to the problems 
of the human condition.  
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shortsighted religious masses while they focus on humanism, science, and 
freedom from the “bondage of religion” as the fix to the problems of the 
human condition.  

This arrangement of faith as dogma is a beneficial view for both atheists and 
orthodoxy; yet both sides are wrong. 

More Than One Type of Faith 

When people talk about “a faith” or use the phrase “in my faith,” it’s easy to 
tell what they’re saying: they’re using the word “faith” as a stand-in for 
“religion” or “worldview” or “belief system.” When people say that 
someone is “faithful” to their spouse, we know they mean that they are loyal 
or trustworthy to the person to whom they are married. When people say 
that someone did something in “good faith,” it means that they believed they 
were doing something right or legal, regardless of the outcome. In all these 
cases, the root “faith” centers around trustworthiness or believability. At its 
core, faith is just that: a synonym for trust or belief. What makes the word so 
controversial is that the context in which the word is used implies how or 
what we believe. The reality is that we interpret faith in different ways 
dependent upon the context, such as:   

• Blind Faith: Belief or trust without education, understanding, or prior 
experience.  

For example, if a stranger walks up to you and says that they left their 
wallet at a hotel and asks you for $20 so that they can buy gas to get 
back to their room, they are obviously asking for your blind trust that 
their situation is true and they wouldn’t spend the $20 on anything other 
than gas. You don't know the person, you have no experience with them, 
and you are asked to take them at their word. (Sadly, the phrase “blind 
faith” is frequently used as a negative and disparaging term to describe 
anyone who believes in God.)   

• Irrational Faith: Belief or trust because of some vested interest, in spite 
of education or experience.  

Pretend you were in a relationship that ended because the other side 
broke it off and moved on with their life. They married someone else, 
had kids, moved out of state and bought a home. They didn't talk or 
write to you after your relationship ended. Now pretend you're sure that 
one day they are going to drop everything and come back to you. You 
are sure, despite the evidence, that the love you and that person shared at 
one point is still as strong as ever. 

• Learned Faith: Belief or trust because of past observations or 

experience.  
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If payday is every 15th and 30th of the month and you bought 

something big in advance of your next paycheck, you would be 

exercising learned faith. You trust from past experiences or patterns that 

your paycheck will arrive as expected and you can pay your bill without 

issue. 

• Reasoned Faith: Belief or trust because of education, experience, and 
argument. 

The jury in a murder trial views evidence, watches the defendant, 

observes the lawyers on each side, and listens to the arguments to decide 

whether they believe (beyond reasonable doubt) that the accused 

committed the crime (or not) – in an event for which they were not 

present and did not personally witness.   

When we consider all the above, it becomes clear that most people 
exercise all of these types of faith at one time or another, because we 
choose to believe some things based on how we feel, based on patterns, or 
on facts. We can also combine the reasons for our trust in ways that can help 
or harm us. For example, we could still be carrying a torch for our old flame 
(as in the Irrational Faith example,) and be utterly convinced that we have a 
reasoned faith because we might have talked to that person recently and they 
weren’t hostile. Are those old feelings still there? You bet they are, as long 
as we accept that small bit of anecdotal evidence as meaning more than it 
does, and reject all evidence that might refute it.   

The Biblical Take on this Issue 

Perhaps faith, as a meaningful term, is not as simplistic as some proponents 
and detractors would have us believe. The reality is that this is only 
academic with regard to Biblical faith unless we know what the Bible itself 
says on the matter.  

Fortunately, the Bible is very straightforward on 
the issue. In Hebrews 11:1 the Bible states that 
faith is the substance of things hoped for, the 
evidence of things not seen. Verse 6 of the same 
chapter says that without faith it is impossible to 
please him [God], for he that cometh to God 
must believe that he is [i.e. that he exists] and 
that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek 
him.  

When we put these verses together within the 
context of the chapter we see that:  

1. God asserts that He exists. 

The Bible seeks 
to draw our 
interest in its 
case, persuade 
us with its 
testimony, and 
provoke in us a 
reasonable and 
rational faith.  
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2. God asserts that He rewards the people that seek Him out. 

3. He and the reward are, as yet, unseen. 

4. There is enough assurance and evidence in the chapter’s context to 
give us confidence in the truth of these assertions. 

However, the atheist and agnostic, perhaps unfamiliar with or prejudiced 
against the Bible, may respond with Blind Faith, being “without education, 
understanding, or prior experience” with the Bible, or, with Irrational 
Faith due to unbelief or lack of “trust because of some vested interest, in 
spite of education or experience,” asserting:   

1. There is not enough assurance or evidence to give us confidence in 
the truth of these statements. 

2. Both God and His reward are, as yet, unseen. 

3. God’s assertion that He rewards people is not sufficiently founded. 

4.   God’s assertion that He exists is not sufficiently founded.  

Either the Bible is the Word of God or it is not; either archaeology and 
history confirm the Bible as authentic or they do not; either we have all 
the assurance and evidence we need to affirm God’s Word or we do 
not. It should be clear from the following passage alone – Now faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen – that the 
Bible is making a primary appeal for a reasoned faith – a faith that requires 
seeking out and trust because of education, experience, and argument: the 
type of faith that is acceptable to God!  

But why rely solely on the word of a single verse or chapter? There are 
many Bible passages that support this Reasoned Faith approach:  

• Proverbs 15:28 says, The heart of the righteous studieth to answer: but 
the mouth of the wicked poureth out evil things. 

• Proverbs 13:16 similarly enjoins, All who are prudent act with 
knowledge, but fools expose their folly. 

• Isaiah 1:18 says, Come now, and let us reason together, saith the 
LORD. 

• 1 Corinthians 13:11 makes it clear that not just any reasoning will do, 
When I was a child, I talked like a child, I thought like a child, I 
reasoned like a child. When I became a man, I put the ways of 
childhood behind me (NIV). 

• 1 Peter 3:15 says, Sanctify the Lord God in your hearts: and be ready 
always to give an answer to every man that asketh you a reason of the 
hope that is in you with meekness and fear.  
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These are just a few of the passages that point toward a reasoned faith, 
but there’s so much more. The majority of the ministry of Jesus was 
largely spent reasoning with his disciples and the Jewish leaders. The Book 
of Acts depicts apostles such as Peter and Paul reasoning with various 
disciples and leaders as well (17:2; 18:19). In fact, a good deal of the New 
Testament is devoted to argument. In the Old Testament, there are entire 
books arguing on behalf of the wisdom of God (Job, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes), 
while other books provide object lessons and histories that depict the 
presence and absence of wisdom. As a whole, the Bible seeks to actively 
engage the entirety of the thought and reasoning process through history, 
poetry, symbolism, and direct argument. The Bible seeks to draw our 
interest in its case, persuade us with its testimony, and provoke in us a 
reasonable and rational faith.  

Our Faith as a Relationship 

A faith based on reason is a not a loveless devotion, but rather, it is the 
foundation upon which the peace of God that passeth all understanding 
(Philippians 4:7) is secured and maintained. There is a powerful emotional 
component in finding peace and joy in any relationship. This is true with the 
things we believe just as it is with people. Like people, the trusting 
relationship we have with our faith must not be “blind” or “irrational” if it is 
to last and truly be of value.    

It is unacceptable for us to say we believe in God and His reward 
without a determined effort to seek out His Truth and serve Him. How 
can we expect a relationship without attempting to relate? How can we 
value a trust that’s never tested? How can we be convinced if we never 
weigh the evidence? How can we overcome the fear that we might be 
wrong unless we are brave enough to consider it? An unreasoned faith 
is more than silly; it is a waste of time and energy. A nominal or 
complacent faith serves only to indicate that we have some knowledge 
and beliefs, but if it does not motivate us to strive against our flesh and 
manifest the fruit of the Spirit, it is merely a mask. If we find ourselves 
in this category, the Apostle Paul writes that we should:    

...henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with 
every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow 
up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ... This I say 
therefore, and testify in the Lord, that ye henceforth walk not as other 
Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind, Having the understanding 
darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is 
in them, because of the blindness of their heart  (Ephesians 4:14-18).   

                                                                   Andrew Johnson, Roselle, IL  
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Letter to the Editor 

Dear Editor,  

I am writing to ask that attention be directed to the need for brethren to 
reach out to the lonely and discouraged among us. Most of the brethren are 
ready to offer assistance to a brother or sister who is alone or in need. 
Unfortunately, the offer is usually couched in terms too vague to be 
meaningful: such as, “Call if you need anything;” “Let me know if I can do 
anything to help;” or “Keep in touch” and the like. Most of these offers of 
assistance are sincere and extended with intent to follow through. The 
problem is generally not a lack of willingness on the part of the brotherhood 
at large, but of reluctance on the part of those in need to ask for help. There 
is vulnerability involved in requesting someone to come to your aid: 

• First, one has to believe that they are important enough to that person to 
justify asking for help. 

• Second, one must believe that the thing they need help with is important 
enough to justify the request. 

• Third, one has to believe that the person they approach for help will 
respond positively.  

Wondering if your request for help will be answered with action on the part 
of the brother or sister approached is often daunting, and that uncertainty 
can result in a decision to not ask.  

It is not uncommon for us to be distracted from something we truly intend 
to do for someone. Sometimes delay or failure to respond is no big deal and 
the person suffers nothing more than inconvenience and/or disappointment. 
Other times it’s something that could have, or would have, given that person 
comfort and encouragement; as well as an opportunity to have been of 
assistance in a time of someone’s need. Often it’s easier not to ask for help 
than to expose oneself to the pain of finding that you and/or your needs 
were not a priority, fostering reluctance to ask again. 

Another problem is that the lonely and discouraged may retreat into self-
enforced isolation. Sometimes they just don’t go anywhere because they 
hate going alone. What a gift a call or the appearance of a brother or sister  
offering assistance with shopping, doctor visits, etc. would be. Take an 
isolated or lonely person along on your errands or to visit someone. 
Transportation and age may not be the isolated individual’s issue, but 
rather, a lack confidence. Some are afraid to go very far alone in case 
something untoward happens. You may not realize how much an 
impromptu contact might mean to someone who spends all of their time 
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alone. Calling ahead is the polite thing to do, but if you call first there are 
some who will say “No” even though they need, and possibly even want, 
someone there. I say this from experience. Also, do they go to meeting? If 
not, is it because they don’t want to, don’t have transportation, or they are 
afraid of being ignored? These are issues that brethren should feel obligated 
to help with. Brethren, we are commanded to watch out for our brothers and 
sisters in need. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but also to 
the interests of others (Philippians 2:4). 

Our lives are so full of our own problems and responsibilities that it is easy 
to lose track of others. Yet, there is misery and loneliness within the 
brotherhood. We can’t see it if we’re not looking, and we can’t help if we 
don’t see it. I suspect few in the brotherhood realize how desperate the need 
is for some. We must reach out while there is still time to make a difference 
in the life of a fellow believer who might otherwise remain invisible. We are 
walking together toward the kingdom, and yet we have brethren who are 
falling away due to discouragement and neglect. We are told in 1 Peter to 
have compassion one of another, love as brethren, be pitiful; and in the 
letter to the Colossians, to have bowels of mercies. I’m afraid that if we do 
not take steps to make this our purpose, some of our brethren will fall asleep 
believing themselves to be unimportant and unloved. 

Even so, come, Lord Jesus. 

Editor Comment: We received the above from an individual who wishes to 
remain anonymous. We are publishing this as a follow-up to the “Love the 
Widows” article in the April Advocate. There is much to attract as well as 
distract us in these perilous last days, but our LORD and our Savior expect 
our care and attention to those among us who are in need, discouraged, 
lonely, etc. As the “Letter to the Editor” writer addressed above, perhaps 
this reminder of our duty to one another will serve to prod us to consider 
who might be in need of assistance, or who might be encouraged by a 
friendly visit or outing. Truly, the benefit is ours as well as those whom we 
assist: 

As we have therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all, especially unto 
them who are of the household of faith (Galatians 6:10).  

And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity 
shall cover the multitude of sins (1 Peter 4:8). 
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ECCLESIAL NEWS  

News items must be received no later than six weeks prior to the 
intended issue. Ecclesial news may be sent to Sister Kathy 
Washeck at kwasheck@hotmail.com. Ecclesial news is also 
posted on a password-protected section of The Christadelphian 
Advocate’s website. The current password is ecclesia. The 
website is www.christadelphianadvocate.org. 

FINGER LAKES, NY – The Finger Lakes ecclesia would like to announce 
that two members of the race of Adam have chosen to take on the saving 
name of Jesus Christ. On Sunday, March 22nd, two of our Sunday School 
students, Ian Gleason and Mabel Kaufman, gave a good confession of 
their faith and were baptized in Sister Norma DiLiberto’s unfrozen yet 
chilly pond with many ecclesial members witnessing the event. Brother Ian 
was baptized by his father, Brother Carl Gleason, and Sister Mabel was 
baptized by her father, Brother Michael Kaufman. We pray that our 
Heavenly Father will watch over and guide our newly baptized Brother and 
Sister, as they walk towards His coming kingdom.                                                                             

                                                                                         Jason VanHorn 

RIDGWAY, CO – We rejoice as we announce the baptism of Parker 
Northey on December 30, 2019 in Ridgway, Colorado.  He was baptized by 
his grandfather, Brother Tommy Walker. We pray that our Lord will be 
with Brother Parker, and that he may one day hear the words from Matthew 
25:23, Well done, good and faithful servant.   

                                                                                               Jeri Walker 

RANDOLPH, NJ – We are blessed to announce the baptism of Matthew 
Witte into the saving name of our Lord Jesus after a public confession of his 
faith on April 4, 2020. He was immersed by his brother-in-law, Brother 
Rocco Malanga in Hackettstown, New Jersey. Brother Matthew grew up 
learning about our Heavenly Father and the promises given to Abraham that 
through the Lord Jesus, he could become an heir of those promises. Brother 
Matthew is the son of Brother Jeff and Sister Julie Witte, and is the natural 
brother of Sister Alyssa Witte and Sister Jennifer Malanga. We pray that our 
Lord continues to be with Brother Matthew that he might be strengthened to 
glorify God’s Holy Name.  

                                                                                        Todd Lindeblad 

FOREST HILL, VA - It is with great sadness that we announce the falling 
asleep in Christ of Sister Lois Hewitson on March 16, 2020 at age 96. Sister 
Lois was a faithful servant in the household as a Sunday School / Bible class 
teacher and Bible School participant. She both taught and cooked at the 
Virginia Youth Camp from its inception for many years. Sister Lois will be 
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AS THE DAY APPROACHES 

Readers are invited to send items of interest  
for this section directly to the Editor at 
editor@christadelphianadvocate.org 

remembered for making a model of the Tabernacle with her students. She 
was a regular member of the Richmond, Virginia Forest Hill Ecclesia until 
she was unable to get out, at which time she dialed into the Cataumet 
Ecclesia Sunday service until two weeks before her death. Sister Lois grew 
up in Richmond, Virginia, the granddaughter of Brother Thomas and Sister 
Lillian Dobson, and was baptized into the faith by the Southside (Toney's 
Hall) Ecclesia on September 23, 1939, at age 16. She was baptized along 
with her sister, Sister Doris Stephens, who preceded her in death. Sister Lois 
was also preceded in death by her husband, Brother George Hewitson, her 
sister, Sister Helen Payne and Brother Joseph Payne, Jr. She is survived by 
her sister, Sister Janice Burd. She is also survived by her children, daughter 
Sister Donna McDonald and husband Brother Bill, son Brother Barry 
Hewitson and wife Sister Cindy, daughter Karen McLaughlin and son 
Jeffrey Hewitson. She had 14 grandchildren, including Brother Matt and 
Sister Sharon (McDonald) Helms, Brother Rob and Sister Jennifer 
(McLaughlin) Scott, Brother Jonathan Hewitson, Brother Bryan and Sister 
Valerie (Hewitson) Robinson, Sister Joanna Hewitson, and Sister Ruth Ann 
Hewitson, and 19 great-grandchildren. She was laid to rest with a service 
conducted by Brother Ken Wood in which he spoke of her love of 
the Lord and her steadfast belief in the things concerning the Kingdom of 
God and the name of Jesus Christ. She especially loved the words of Isaiah 
40 and Psalm 104. It was Sister Lois’ fervent hope for the return of Christ to 
set up his kingdom, at which time our sadness will be turned to joy. 

                                                                                       Donna McDonald 

And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and 
pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from 
heaven… Watch ye therefore, and pray always, that ye may be 
accounted worthy to escape all these things that shall come to pass, 
and to stand before the Son of man (Luke 21:11, 36). 

Two New Generations of Locusts to Descend on East Africa Again – 400 
times Stronger: 
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The locust WhatsApp hotline has been pinging nonstop as farmers and 
herders across large swathes of rural Kenya send in video clips of massive 
swarms flying overhead, blocking the light of the sun like a Biblical plague. 
This infestation of desert locusts first arrived in East Africa last June, 
feeding on hundreds of thousands of hectares of crops and pastureland, and 
chomping a path of destruction through at least eight countries (Kenya, 
Uganda, South Sudan, Ethiopia, Somalia, Eritrea, Djibouti and Sudan). 
These devastating insects never left East Africa. In fact, favorable wet 
conditions due to above average rainfall this season means they are likely to 
achieve two generations of new breeding by June this year, increasing their 
population size up to 400 times. 

East Africa already has 20 million people who barely eat enough to fill their 
stomachs each day according to the United Nations Food and Agriculture 
Organization (UN FAO) – the body responsible for overseeing the locust 
response. This new wave of locusts poses a serious threat to food security in 
a region recently devastated by conflict and climate change shocks, 
including extreme droughts and floods, and now anticipating a sharp rise in 
coronavirus (COVID-19) cases. 

The desert locust is a winged insect that travels in swarms, consuming 
almost every leaf of green vegetation in its wake. A typical swarm can 
consist of up to 150 million locusts per square kilometer. These insects 
move with the wind, and can migrate as far as 150 kilometers in one day.   

This locust infestation originated in the Arabian Peninsula in 2018, where 
three generations of breeding occurred in nine months, causing locust 
numbers to increase by 8,000 times and forming the original source of the 
East Africa upsurge that is still plaguing the region today. 

                                                             QUARTZ Africa, April 10, 2020 
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Massive Earthquakes, Volcanoes Erupting Worldwide:  

The earth seems to be 
waking up as seismic 
activity is being reported 
around the globe. Last 
month, a 6.5 magnitude 
earthquake shook Idaho. 
The quake was the largest 
in the region since a 6.9 
quake hit in 1983. There 
have been 238 earthquakes 
in Idaho in the last week 
according to the U.S. 
Geological Survey website. Five of those have been substantial in size rating 
4.0 to 6.5.   

Two weeks before, Salt Lake City, Utah, approximately 340 miles away 
from the Idaho epicenter, was hit by a 5.7 magnitude earthquake. Since that 
earthquake, there have been 886 smaller earthquakes and aftershocks in the 
Salt Lake area. The belly of the country is clearly rumbling as the University 
of Utah Seismograph Station mapped a total of 980 tremors throughout 
Idaho, Utah and Wyoming since March 18. Though the epicenter in Idaho 
was over 200 miles distant from the Yellowstone caldera, Yellowstone 
experienced 111 earthquakes in March. Yellowstone Park is seismically 
active with more than 10,000 thermal features of which more than 500 are 
geysers. The Yellowstone caldera is listed as the most dangerous super 
volcano in existence, and as such, is the most monitored volcano in the 
world. But it is not just the central U.S. that is experiencing a seismic 
awakening. Since January 21, the Reykjanes peninsula in Iceland has 
experienced more than 8,000 earthquakes and about 10 centimeters of land 
uplift due to magma intrusions underground. As if that wasn’t enough, the 
Krakatoa volcano [pictured above] in Indonesia exploded on Friday [April 
10] along with three other volcanoes. 

This type of cataclysmic seismic activity is mentioned specifically by the 
prophets as an aspect of the End-of-Days process, But the LORD is the true 
God, he is the living God, and an everlasting King; at his wrath the earth 
shall tremble, and the nations shall not be able to abide His indignation 
(Jeremiah 10:10). While volcanoes and earthquakes rock the world, it 
should be noted that Israel, sitting on the Syrian-African rift, has 
experienced over 30 tremors since the beginning of the year. This seismic 
activity is significant as the invasion of Gog and Magog is prophesied to be 
accompanied by earth-changing earthquakes (Ezekiel 38:18-23).  

                                                           BreakingIsraelNews, April 13, 2020   
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Ye men and brethren, if ye have any word of 
exhortation for the people, say on. 

Christ, through death, destroyed that having  
the power of death (Hebrews 2:14-15). 

Some who admire Christ are horror-struck at the idea of his having 
been a partaker of the Adamic condemned nature – a nature defiled 
by death because of sin. Their horror is due wholly to too great a 
confinement of view. They fix their attention on the idea of 
“defilement” without remembering that the defilement was 
undertaken expressly with a view to removal. 

We must have God’s revealed object in view. The power of death was 
there that it might be destroyed. If it was not there, it could not be 
destroyed. This is the mischief of what may be truly called the Papal 
view. By denying that Jesus came in the very dying flesh of Adam, it 
changes the character of the death of Christ into a martyrdom or a 
punishing of the innocent for the guilty instead of being what it is 
revealed to have been – a declaration of the righteousness of God that 
He might be just, while the justifier of those who have faith in it for 
the forgiveness of their sins (Romans 3:24-26).  

The mischief of this lies in its mental effects. Reconciliation with God 
with a view to worship and everlasting communion is based on a right 
discernment of His ways. A wrong idea of God’s objects would unfit 
a man to be an acceptable worshipper, for God finds pleasure in our 
worship in proportion as we recognize our mutual relations. This is in 
fact the difference between one class of mankind and another, as 
revealed in all that has been written. A man who comes to Him with 
the idea that he has a right to be saved…is not in the frame of mind 
that is acceptable to Him. We must recognize that “grace reigns 
through righteousness” (Romans 5:21), and that we are forgiven…
because we recognize this righteousness in the operation that put the 
Lord to death for the declaration of that righteousness, and in the 
condemnation of sin in the flesh (Romans 3:25; 8:3).  

This subject may be difficult to understand, but this is only because it 
concerns the ways of God, which are as much higher than man’s as 
the heavens are higher than the earth (Isaiah 55:8-9). God is ready to 
pardon, but not to put aside His righteousness.     

Robert Roberts, The Law of Moses, Chapter 28 – Death,              
1979 Edition, pp. 264-265 


