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EDITORIAL
UnBelievable
The Advocate received a letter from a subscriber in isolation requesting
a response to the book UnBelievable, written by former Australian
Christadelphian Rob J. Hyndman – a professor of statistics at Monash
University – who writes on his website:
“I was a Christian for nearly 30 years and was well-known as a writer and
Bible teacher within the Christadelphian community. I gave up Christianity
when I no longer thought that there was sufficient evidence to support belief
in the Bible.
This is a personal memoir describing my journey of deconversion. Until a
few years ago, I was regularly speaking at church conferences
internationally, and my books are still used in Bible classes and Sunday
Schools around the world… Eventually I came to the view that I was
mistaken, and that there was little or no evidence that the Bible was inspired
or that God exists. In this book, I reflect on how I was fooled, and why I
changed my mind.”
(https://robjhyndman.com/unbelievable/)
The subscriber, who has for some time had to deal with “parental pressure
and family ostracism” for his adoption of the Christadelphian faith, wrote:
“My resolve remains… I am not moved by the loss of faith of Brother Rob
J. Hyndman, only that it is imperative not to dismiss all that he now writes
to discredit God, the Bible, and his former beliefs. There is a compelling
need to strengthen young believers so that they do not fall into this modernday spiritual quagmire due to exposure to false, misleading, and the faulty
arguments of our critics…”
UnBelievable is a book of three chapters and 23 sub-sections. For the sake
of brevity, we have limited our review to the first section – “Falsifiable
Faith;” sub-section 1 – “No Reason to Believe.” Within this introductory
section we find an overview of the arguments, the deficiencies in the
author’s faith, and the process that caused him to conclude that “the Bible is
a very human book” and that he “no longer had a reason to believe.”
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Rob Hyndman begins by describing a
conversation he initiated with another
Christadelphian who no longer believed in
God and had left the Christadelphian
community, asking him, “What had
happened”? The former brother responded
with a listing of reasons for his unbelief as
well as referencing some of what must
have been Brother Hyndman’s own public
ponderings:
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Let us not fall into the
trap of those who
would try to persuade
us that we are

following cunningly
devised fables…

•

“the problem of evil/suffering, concluding that good and evil must
happen fairly randomly (consistent with God’s non-existence)

•

authorship of Matthew…clearly at least ‘fictionalized,’ if not totally a
literary creation

•

You [Hyndman] have pondered inspiration, and are aware that most of
the books show signs of ongoing editing and much human vs. divine
content.

•

You showed that even in a Bible-based, “orthodox” community, the
culture is not aligned with the text.

•

I’d already read that you’re aware that evolution is pretty much ‘a fact,’
and therefore we must figure out radically new ways to understand
Genesis 1-2 and the flood, as well as the implications for Adam perhaps
being more literary than real.

•

So my question [back to you] is: it seems like for every point you’ve
addressed, the hypothesis – that like all other religions, Christianity is a
man-made invention – has as much or more explanatory power than the
alternatives. And clearly, that’s the conclusion that I’ve reached. I would
LOVE to know which things stop you from slicing God out of the
picture with Occam’s Razor [i.e., the simplest explanation is usually the
correct one; one should select the solution with the fewest assumptions].

•

What makes you believe (and preach) in spite of the evidence?”

As we are aware, these are the same arguments against the veracity of
the Scriptures that have been around for years, if not centuries! They
are not facts, nor are they evidence as their author suggests: they are
objections / allegations created to justify unbelief and produce doubt in
others. These same objections have been answered multiple times over the
years, but “confirmation bias” keeps them alive.
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Rob Hyndman responded to the unbelieving former brother by going to
his “stock list of reasons to believe”:
•

Prophecy

•

Resurrection (of Jesus)

•

Environment (i.e., Creation)

•

Archaeology

•

Consistency (of the biblical record)

•

Health Laws

Brother Hyndman said that these were:
“the reasons I fell back on when the doubts crowded in (as they often
did), and they were the reasons I gave others as evidence for why they
should also believe. Over time, each of those ‘reasons’ had become less
and less helpful as I had come to realize that they were not the strong
evidence I once thought they were. By the time I wrote back, I had
already given up on using the
Environment,
Archaeology,
Consistency and Health Laws as
reasons to believe. There were
Today’s “science vs. faith”
simply
too
many
holes,
narrative is not based upon
contradictions and logical flaws
scientific knowledge or
to use them as evidence. At this
stage I was still holding on to the
discoveries, but rather upon
first two reasons, Prophecy and
prejudice and intolerance.
Resurrection, but even there I was
having doubts. I tried to construct
It’s not true that science is
a response using these reasons,
contradictory to faith…
but I kept deleting what I had
Faith in the Scriptures is as
written knowing that I was
writing rather to convince myself.
often as not strengthened
The more I wrote, the more I
by legitimate scientific
deleted, trying to find words that
seemed assured and logical. All
discovery.
the words I came up with seemed
so inadequate. Why did I still believe in the Bible? Did I have any good
reasons left? The more I thought about it, the more my faith dissipated.”
Really! Prophecy and archaeology (just to address two of the six
reasons listed) full of holes, contradictions, and logical flaws? What
specific holes, contradictions, and flaws? (We should always ask for
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specifics, inviting examination and rational debate.) Did either of these
brethren ever truly comprehend the documented evidence and value of
prophecy and archaeology? Take prophecy for example, given by God that
His servants might watch for, see, and believe (Isaiah 41:26; 43:10; 46:9-11;
Revelation 1:1); correctly foretelling future events throughout the ages
(Daniel 7 and 8); and what better physical evidence of the places,
individuals, and events presented in the Bible than that revealed through
archaeology? Sadly, it appears Rob Hyndman’s faith was weakened, having
been compromised by his “doubts crowded in as they often did,” and his
buying into evolution and the “science vs. faith” narrative. It appears that as
time went on his beliefs were impacted more and more by the spirit of the
age.
We note that the “science vs. faith” narrative played a significant role in
both Ron Hyndman and his fellow’s loss of belief. Today’s “science vs.
faith” narrative is not based upon scientific knowledge or discoveries, but
rather upon prejudice and intolerance. It’s not true that science is
contradictory to faith, neither in the past nor today. Faith in the Scriptures is
as often as not strengthened by legitimate scientific discovery. Perhaps a
short diversion into “science vs. faith” is in order here:
The roots of the study of science began to flourish in Christian Europe
during the Renaissance (14th – 17th centuries). The beginning of modern
science developed and relied upon the observation that the universe was
orderly, and was thus the product of an intelligent being – a Creator.
Christian faith and reasoning was the very foundation of inquiry by early
renaissance scientists, such as:
•

Francis Bacon (1561–1626); a devout Anglican as well as English
philosopher and statesman who served as Lord Chancellor of England.
His works are credited with developing scientific research, which
remained influential throughout the scientific revolution. Bacon has
been called the father of the “scientific method,” his works searching for
knowledge based only upon inductive reasoning and careful observation
of events in nature (stressing experimentation and induction from data,
rather than philosophical deduction in the tradition of Aristotle).

•

Galileo Galilei (1564–1642); a committed Catholic as well as
astronomer, physicist, and engineer, also called a father of the “scientific
method” and the “father of modern science.” His formulation of inertia
and parabolic trajectories marked the beginning of a fundamental
change in the study of motion. His insistence that the book of nature was
written in the language of mathematics changed natural philosophy; and
his discoveries with the telescope revolutionized astronomy and paved
the way for acceptance of the Copernican heliocentric (solar) system.
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Try telling such scientists as these that faith and science don’t mix!
Today, men in general have given their allegiance to science and the
theory of evolution, not because they are confident in its deductions, nor
are they bothered that “origins” as well as the theory of evolution itself
are not verifiable through the scientific method. Rather, they are
terrified that the Bible may indeed be the Word of God, which bumps up
against their pride and way of life. Thus, the consequence of God being
real, as well as their judge, is too awful for them to contemplate, much
less accept.

Ron Hyndman’s own narrative indicates that he had been on the fence,
if not in disbelief, of God’s purpose with regard to “evil and suffering” and
the “authorship and inspiration of the Scriptures”: i.e., “Genesis 1 was
simply a creation drama, presenting God as creator, and was not meant to be
taken literally,” and “evolution was probably correct,” etc. He confessed to
his correspondent, “I’ve worked very slowly through all this, but have fairly
recently come to the view that the Bible is a very human book, both in
content, authorship, canon, and subsequent evolution.”

A Christadelphian writer made a perceptive observation about a
“believer who had lost faith,” and as a result was “much happier in his
new state of unbelief.” He wrote:
“A short-term rush that comes
The Truth, in contrast, is
from the removal of constraint,
perhaps – gone is the sense that
positive and reassuring as
one must always be alert for the
reflected in its fruit…
presence of temptation and sin,
always ready to say “No!” One
Belief and faith is
might
imagine
a
certain
available to all who
liberation in this at one level, as
earnestly seek it… What a
if the awareness of sin brings an
inevitable set of neuroses which
blessing it is that God
one would be only too glad to be
grants those who seek
rid of. It’s not that those who
abandon faith necessarily change
and serve Him
their lifestyles or morality to
understanding and joyful
descend into a life of hedonism
confidence, knowing that
and excess. But in the short term
they are “freed” (as they might
they are loved…
see it) from so frequently
considering the concept and
implications of sin.” (The Testimony, April 2019)
We concur with the statement that a “believer who had lost faith,” and
as a result was “much happier in his new state of unbelief,” was only
experiencing a “short term rush.” We might guess that any former
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believer truly familiar with the Word would eventually undergo pangs of
conscience attempting to put God’s Word out of mind, understanding that in
his unbelief, hope beyond this life was lost, and his fate was eventual
annihilation – as though he had not been (Obadiah 1:16). The pride and
vanity of mankind is deceptive, as we observe in so-styled “death-bed
regrets and conversions.”
Exchanging life and righteousness for sin and death is a bad trade!
Choosing the way of the flesh and of the world with its temptations and
freedom to follow the natural inclinations of the flesh – as opposed to the
love of our Creator and Sustainer and His offer of life eternal – is surely a
short-sighted decision. How empty and depressing is knowing that mankind,
so wonderfully made (Psalm 139:14), is of short duration, having no purpose
or hope when they are without God in the world (Ephesians 2:12).
Accepting life as a product of evolution without purpose or meaning leads to
every man doing that which is right in his own eyes, as reflected in the sorry
and depressing state of mankind.
The Truth, in contrast, is positive and reassuring as reflected in its fruit.
But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness,
goodness, faith, meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And
they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If
we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit (Galatians 5:22-25). Belief
and faith is available to all who earnestly seek it, while the carnal mind is
enmity against God. Unbelief results in God’s Truth being hid from the wise
and prudent (Romans 8:7; Matthew 11:25). What a blessing it is that God
grants understanding and joyful confidence to those who seek and serve
Him, knowing that they are loved and guided, which strengthens and gives
them hope and endurance to overcome the trials of life.
Mentally wrestling with natural doubts and fears is an integral part of
human nature. Being unsure that we properly understand all aspects of the
Truth is one thing… but a believer doubting that which God’s Word
explicitly declares and has exhibited throughout the ages is quite another,
engendering the question if one ever really believed to the point of loving
the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all
thy might (Deuteronomy 6:5).
Brethren, what precious hope we have through Christ! Let us not fall into
the trap of those who would try to persuade us that we are following
cunningly devised fables (2 Peter 1:16), for as the Apostle Paul admonishes,
without faith it is impossible to please him: for he that cometh to God must
believe that he is, and that he is a rewarder of them that diligently seek him
(Hebrews 11:6).
Editor
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FEATURE ARTICLE
Woman, Behold Thy Son! … Behold Thy Mother!
(John 19:26-27)
Our Messiah conducted his life with purpose. Every word, every action,
every choice was done intentionally for the glorification of his Father, for
the fulfilling of his Father’s will, and to be an example to those that would
follow. However, there are a few occurrences recorded in the Gospel
accounts that may seem out of place or
surprising in relation
to
the
circumstances surrounding them. The
When addressing John,
recording of these unexpected events
should catch our attention as
Jesus directs him to
demonstrations of a spiritual truth or a
look after Mary as his
teaching opportunity that might
“mother” with all the
otherwise have remained unexplored.
One of those events was recorded in
emotion, compassion
John 19:25-27. Jesus turns his
and honor that the title
attention, love, and compassion to his
mother (Mary) and the disciple…whom
implies. This was a
he loved (John) in the midst of his most
transferring of the
extreme trial and stress to give them
relationship that our
comfort and instruction. Rather than
focusing on his own situation and his
Messiah must have
own suffering, our Messiah looked
maintained with his
outward to those that were suffering
along with him. The instruction related
mother…
to the continued care of the mother of
Jesus after his death seems to be of minor importance when placed next to
the most monumental event in the redemptive plan of Yahweh – the
sacrificial death of the lamb of God. However, it was through being faithful
in all things that Jesus was fit to be that sacrifice. Even during his greatest
trial, he demonstrated to us the importance of love, obedience and
submission to the holy laws of our Heavenly Father.
At first reading, the language used by Jesus to address his mother can
appear rather startling:
“Woman…”
Much has been written regarding the reason behind the use of an
apparently abrupt greeting to his grieving mother at his feet. It is
speculated that Jesus was attempting to spare his mother additional grief
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by not calling her by the more personal and affectionate “mother.”
Another possible explanation is that identifying her as the mother of the
condemned, while in the middle of a mob, may have created a
dangerous situation for her. Regardless of the actual motivation behind
the choice of “woman” over “mother,” we can be fully assured that no
disrespect nor disregard was in his words.
“Behold…”
A call to attention, to take heed to, to see. This word is often used to
denote the occurrence of something unexpected yet true, or as an
exclamation of special importance. Jesus was not only calling the
attention of Mary and John to each other, but also calling our attention
to the instruction to follow.
“…thy son…thy mother.”
Was Jesus calling for Mary to look upon his suffering form, or was he
directing her gaze to the disciple standing with her? It would appear that
he was calling for her to look to John for the support, comfort and honor
that a son is commanded to show his mother. Mary’s eyes were already
firmly fixed on the form of the son that she gave birth to, and there was
no need for Jesus to call her attention more closely to him. His purpose
was to give her comfort that she would be cared for and provided for by
one that Jesus trusted with the calling. When addressing John, Jesus
directs him to look after Mary as his “mother” with all the emotion,
compassion and honor that the title implies. This was a transferring of
the relationship that our Messiah must have maintained with his mother
to John, the disciple whom he loved.
In pondering these words and their importance, we want to consider the
following three questions:
1. Who was present at this event and why?

2. What principle or commandment was being honored?
3. What is the message to us?

Who was present?
We see in all four gospel accounts that a group of faithful women followed
the Messiah throughout the trial of the crucifixion, and remained with him
to the grave (Matthew 27:55-56; Mark 15:40-41; Luke 23:55-56; John
19:25). Mary the mother of Jesus, Mary the wife of Cleophas, and Mary
Magdalene (among others) did not scatter nor hide, but continued to follow
their beloved teacher and leader. What an expression of love, dedication and
faith by these women! In contrast, we turn to the twelve disciples and see a
different situation. A general dispersal occurred by most of the twelve
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Painting by Lester T. Nielsen - “Behold Thy Son!”

during the events surrounding the betrayal and arrest of Jesus in the Garden
of Gethsemane. Peter followed from afar off (Matthew 26:58; Mark 14:54;
and Luke 22:54) to the palace of the high priest, but denied association with
his Messiah three times during the night. Only one disciple followed along
with and remained close throughout the entire ordeal, the disciple known for
and commended for the love which he bore for Jesus, that being John. John
followed along with Peter to the palace of the high priest, even going inside
to obtain access for himself and for Peter, because John was known unto the
high priest (John 18:15-16). John displayed the faith and courage that
came from the true love (“agape”) that he bore for his Messiah. It is no
coincidence that it was he who stood in the presence of Jesus, next to
Mary, and received the commission to take her unto himself as his own
mother. For both the women present, and for John, it was love (the
accumulation of all the fruit of the spirit) that bound them to Jesus and to
one another.

Which commandment?
Clearly, our minds are drawn to the fifth commandment when we read this
account, Honor your father and your mother, as the Lord your God
commanded you, that your days may be long, and that it may go well with
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you in the land that the Lord your God is giving you (Deuteronomy 5:16
ESV).
While the first four commandments deal with our relationship to the
Almighty, the fifth commandment begins the instructions regarding our
relationship with one another. It is also the first commandment that contains
a promise (Ephesians 6:2) and pertains to
the natural relationship that most closely
shows our spiritual attitude towards our
The duty of children is
Heavenly Father: that of a child and a
parent. Jesus, in demonstrating his
to obey their parents.
enduring care and honor for Mary, was
The responsibility of
making manifest his love and honor for
Yahweh. Throughout his life, Jesus
young adults is to
modeled true honor for his parents. While
show respect to their
we do not have much detail as to the
events of his childhood, Scripture gives us
parents. The calling of
an indication of what he was like. In Luke
older adults is to care
2:40, we see that the child grew and
became strong…filled with wisdom, and
for and give support
the grace of God was on him. This is a
to their parents in
description of an obedient, respectful and
parent-honoring child. As he grew older
their later years.
and his purpose became clearer, Jesus
maintained respect and obedience for his
parents, even as he was becoming more independent. In Luke 2:48-52, we
see that after Jesus explained why he had remained in the temple with the
teachers, he went down to Nazareth with them (Mary and Joseph) and was
obedient to them. Additionally, it is recorded that Jesus continued to grow in
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and man. So not only was this
final act of honoring his mother in keeping with his obedient nature, it was
also a reinforcement of the importance of the commandments of Yahweh.

Throughout his ministry Jesus clarified misconceptions, corrected
misapplications, and reaffirmed the validity and eternal nature of Yahweh’s
laws. You have heard that it was said…but I say unto you was one of the
consistent methods of teaching that he used to clarify the difference between
the traditions of men and the true law of Yahweh. Jesus directly confronts
the problem of the twisting of truth into tradition concerning the care for and
honoring of parents in Mark 7:9-13. Tradition had subverted providing for
the needs of parents; adult children were “dedicating” those resources to the
Temple fund (otherwise known as “Corban”). This was one of many
examples of the contamination of the true laws of Yahweh by the desires
and blindness of the flesh. Jesus was clear in his condemnation of practices
such as these through both his words and his deeds.
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What is the message to us?
The common theme of Jesus’ words to his mother and his disciple is the
importance and power of love. The love for their Messiah gave the faithful
women and John the courage to remain at Jesus’ side. The love of Jesus for
his mother compelled him to ensure her continued care and love, remaining
faithful to Yahweh’s holy laws.
Additionally, we see the true nature of the fifth commandment in action. The
duty of children is to obey their parents. The responsibility of young adults
is to show respect to their parents. The calling of older adults is to care for
and give support to their parents in their later years. In every stage of life,
our faithfulness to the commandment to honor thy father and thy mother
demonstrates our love for our Heavenly Father.
Even at the hour of his greatest trial, our Messiah remained faithful to the
commandments of his Father, compassionate to his followers, and honoring
to his mother. Let us take encouragement and instruction from his perfect
example.

Chris Dice, Canyon Lake, TX

Q & A
Readers are asked to submit questions
to be answered as well as comments
on previously published answers in
this section. Questions and comments
may be sent to: Brother Ken Wood at question@christadelphianadvocate.org

Climate Change and Extreme Weather
And great earthquakes shall be in divers places, and famines, and
pestilences; and fearful sights and great signs shall there be from heaven
(Luke 21:11).
Question: We have heard so much about global warming and climate
change in recent years, and weather extremes only seem to be getting worse.
How should we, as believers, understand these trends, especially with all the
political and media attention?
Answer: It is true that massive climatic and weather-related disasters are
happening on a regular basis in every region of the world. And there is no
question that they are increasing in frequency and intensity. It is also true
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that the standard political and media response is that these trends are totally
related to “climate change” and “global warming.” The worse the disaster,
the louder the calls and the larger the protests for mounting concerted efforts
to reverse these trends by drastically reducing man-made sources of
greenhouse gas emissions and the use of fossil fuels.

The World’s View
This view of “climate change” has indeed taken hold of millions of minds
around the world as its leaders strive to come together to formulate a plan of
action to address what is perceived to be an insurmountable global crisis.
Man’s role in bringing about this crisis is presented as irrefutable scientific
fact. More incredibly, many believe that it is within the capability of
mankind and human resources to turn these trends around and ultimately
resolve global warming and other environmental problems.
We cannot argue with the fact that the
mean global air and oceanic
temperatures have been on the rise for
the last several decades. And the
correlation between these trends and the
increasing atmospheric CO2 levels does
appear to be real. But, we can and
should argue with whether it is within
the means of mankind and the
nations of the world to solve global
warming and reverse the trend of
extreme weather.

In the book of Job we
find another clear
statement of God’s
power over the
weather… to

accomplish all that he
commands them on the
face of the habitable
world. Whether for
correction, or for his
land, or for love, he
causes it to happen.

The world says that carbon emissions
are the source of global warming and
the resulting extreme weather/violent
storms. This is the world’s view, but
our response must take into account the
Creator and Sustainer of Heaven and
Earth. What is God’s role in this, and
what does it mean for us as believers in these last days? We know that our
Creator has used climatic changes and the forces of nature to powerfully
effect His will from the beginning of time. We must then understand that it
is no different today.

Climate Change is Not the Real Cause of Weather Disasters!
The Bible does give an undeniably clear explanation for what causes
climatic disasters: The LORD is slow to anger, and great in power, and will
not at all acquit the wicked: the LORD hath his way in the whirlwind and
in the storm, and the clouds are the dust of his feet (Nahum 1:3). The rest of
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the prophet Nahum’s account concerning “rebuking the sea” and other
natural disasters is consistent with the message we find throughout the
Scriptures. That message is simply that God is in control of His creation.
Ultimately, then, Yahweh is allowing climate change to occur to further His
purpose. We can say, “Yes, humans are responsible for weather disasters,”
but it is not because of the burning of fossil fuels (though that may figure
into it). It is ultimately because of man’s wickedness and the breaking of
God’s commandments! This is the message of Nahum concerning the
Ninevites, and it is the same message that has been preached since the
beginning.
Let’s think about the greatest weather disaster in the history of mankind –
the Flood of Noah’s day – when the waters covered even the peaks of the
highest mountains, killing every human being except for those preserved in
the ark (Genesis 6-8). This, the world’s worst natural disaster by far, wasn’t
caused by climate change. It was Yahweh’s punishment, by the which he
[Noah] condemned the world (Hebrews 11:7) for their great wickedness.
An interesting point to consider in regard to the scientific world – the
weather “experts,” the politicians, and all the people who are proclaiming
the dangers of climate change – is how they seek to address the issue. Are
any of them diligently seeking after God, His Truth and His ways? In fact, it
is the reverse: they leave God entirely out of the picture, searching for ways
for man to solve the problems of the natural environment. What the
“authorities” of this world are saying about climate change in effect denies,
if not destroys, belief and faith in the Creator and Sustainer of the earth!

For Correction
In the book of Job we find another clear statement of God’s power over the
weather, which explains why God uses it as He does, He loads the thick
cloud with moisture; the clouds scatter his lightning. They turn round and
round by his guidance, to accomplish all that he commands them on the
face of the habitable world. Whether for correction, or for his land, or for
love, he causes it to happen (Job 37:11-13 RSV). Here we are being told
that God can and does send storms and other forms of natural disaster for the
correction of mankind.
Perhaps the most remarkable and clearest Scripture on this subject is Amos
4:7: And also I have withholden the rain from you, when there were yet
three months to the harvest: and I caused it to rain upon one city, and
caused it not to rain upon another city: one piece was rained upon, and the
piece whereupon it rained not withered. Here we read of the Almighty
controlling the rain as to where it would fall: ample in one area of Israel and
drought in another. Why would He do that? Verse 8 gives the answer: So
two or three cities wandered unto one city, to drink water; but they were not
satisfied: yet have ye not returned unto me, saith the LORD. God caused
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these conditions to prompt the people in those cities to repent, but they
would not.

Blessings and Curses
We know Leviticus 26 and Deuteronomy 28 as the two “blessings and
curses” chapters in the books of the Law. One of the promised blessings to
the children of Israel for their obedience is relevant to our subject: If ye walk
in my statutes, and keep my commandments, and do them; Then I will give
you rain in due season, and the land shall yield her increase, and the trees
of the field shall yield their fruit (Leviticus 26:3-4).
Yahweh’s blessings hinge on obedience. Disobedience will bring cursing,
I will make your heaven as iron, and your earth as brass…for your land
shall not yield her increase, neither shall the trees of the land yield their
fruits (verses 19-20). We believe the principle holds for today’s world as
well. The world in general is in rebellion against God, knowingly or not.
Wickedness is abounding just as it was in the days of Noah. Therefore, we
see our Creator allowing global warming and climate change as a sign and
punishment upon the people, preparatory to the coming of the day of God,
wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall
melt with fervent heat (2 Peter 3:12). This curse, along with all the curses
that have been pronounced since the fall of man, will only be lifted through
the outstretched arm of God and His Son when he comes to restore the earth
to its former glory.
This is the major lesson that God wants to teach us regarding “natural”
phenomena, including weather extremes. It is a dangerous deception to
remove God from the equation and blame all these problems on carbon
emissions and man-made climate change. Yahweh is in control and
allowing them to occur. We must not get caught up in the hype of the
media or in the outrage of the popular movements in this country and
around the globe. Instead, we should view global warming and its related
natural crises as “signs of the times” proclaiming the nearness of our Lord’s
return as foretold in Luke 21:11, fearful sights and great signs shall there be
from heaven. Here we must see “from heaven” not referring to the literal
skies, but to the power of Yahweh who rules the heavens, the earth, the
elements thereof, and all that therein is (Deuteronomy 10:14).
Ken Wood, Richmond, VA
When we center our thoughts upon the things of God, we have entered the
mental and spiritual realms, and prove not by physical, but by intellectual
demonstration… If we do not see the hand of the Creator, directly or indirectly,
or hear His voice and word going forth throughout heaven and earth in the
works and artistry of His handiwork, then it is futile to multiply words into
chapters and chapters into books, “for they see not, neither do they hear.”
(Berton Little, The Christadelphian Advocate, June 1942, page 130)
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APOLOGETICS
Oddities in Nature That Defy Evolution
When Darwin proposed his famous theory back in 1859, he was aware that
one of the glaring weaknesses of his speculations was how to explain
complex features in animals by small and gradual evolutionary steps. He
admitted, “If it could be demonstrated that any complex organ existed,
which could not possibly have been formed by numerous, successive, slight
modifications, my theory would absolutely break down” (The Origin of
Species, Masterpieces of Science edition, p. 149).
About 150 years later, research has provided numerous examples in nature
in which complex organs in animals could not have developed by small,
successive steps. From molecular science on up, many complex systems had
to appear simultaneously, with all their components intact, or they would
not function, thus offering no survival advantage.

Professor Michael Behe explains: “It was once expected that the basis of
life would be exceedingly simple. That expectation has been smashed.
Vision, motion, and other biological functions have proven to be no less
sophisticated than television cameras and automobiles. Science has made
enormous progress in understanding how the chemistry of life works, but the
elegance and complexity of biological systems at the molecular level have
paralyzed science’s attempt to explain their origins” (Michael J. Behe,
Darwin’s Black Box, 1998, p. x). Indeed, at every level, the complexity of
life and its stunning array of functionality defies evolution.

The Bombardier Beetle’s Chemical Weapon
One example of this kind of biological complexity is the bombardier
beetle’s defense system. It has so many essential parts and chemicals that if
any are missing, the whole
system will not work.
Moreover, if everything
did not work just right, the
deadly chemical mixture
inside the beetle would
prove
fatal
rather
than favorable.
The tiny beetle, less than
an inch long, appears as a
tasty morsel for many
types of animals. But as
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they near the beetle to gobble it up, they suddenly find themselves sprayed
with a scalding and noxious solution that forces them to beat a fast retreat.
How can this unassuming insect produce such a complex and effective
defense system?

The components making up the beetle’s effective chemical warfare have
been analyzed by chemists and biologists down to the molecular level.
When the beetle senses danger, it secretes two chemicals, hydrogen peroxide
and hydroquinone, that end up in a storage chamber inside its body. By
tensing certain muscles, it moves the chemicals to another compartment,
called the explosion chamber. But, just as a loaded cannon will not go off
without some sort of ignition device, these two chemicals will not explode
without the right catalyst being added. Inside the beetle’s body, this catalyst
is injected into the explosion chamber. As a result, a boiling hot and toxic
liquid is spewed out of the beetle’s rear toward the threatening predator’s
face. All three chemical elements and chambers have to exist for this
powerful defense system to work.
How could such a complex system evolve by gradual steps? With only
the two chemicals mixing, nothing happens. But when the catalyst is added
in the proper amount and at the right time, the beetle is equipped with an
amazing chemical cannon. Could all these components appear by a gradual,
step-by-step process?
Francis Hitching comments on the bombardier beetle’s defense system:
“The chain of events that could have
led to the evolution of such a
complex, coordinated and subtle
Dawkins’ argument is as
process is beyond biological
absurd as saying that if
explanation on a simple step-by-step
gunpowder, a fuse, a
basis. The slightest alteration in the
chemical balance would result
barrel and a cannonball
immediately in a race of exploded
“happened to be around,”
beetles.
The
problem
of
evolutionary novelties is quite
eventually they would
widely
accepted
among
assemble themselves, with
biologists . . . In every case, the
difficulty is compounded by the lack
the ingredients carefully
of fossil evidence. The first time that
loaded in the right sizes
the plant, creature, or organ appears,
and proportions, and then
it is in its finished state, so to
speak.” (The Neck of the
go off at the right
Giraffe, p. 68)

direction without blowing
themselves up…

Nevertheless, evolutionist Richard
Dawkins tries to dismiss the
complex features of the bombardier
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beetle by simply saying: “As for the evolutionary precursors of the system,
both hydrogen peroxide and various kinds of quinones are used for other
purposes in body chemistry. The bombardier beetle’s ancestors simply
pressed into different service chemicals that already happened to be around.
That’s often how evolution works.” (The Blind Watchmaker, 1986, p. 87)
This is not a convincing explanation at all for Dr. Behe, who has studied
this beetle’s components down to their molecular level. “Dawkins’
explanation for the evolution of the system,” he says, “rests on the fact that
the system’s elements ‘happened to be around’ … But Dawkins has not
explained how hydrogen peroxide and quinones came to be secreted
together at very high concentration into one compartment that is connected
to a second compartment that contains enzymes necessary for the rapid
reaction of the chemicals.” (Darwin’s Black Box, 1998, p. 34)
Now that the whole defense system of the beetle has been thoroughly
studied, even if the chemicals “happened to be around,” this elaborate
chemical cannon would not work without everything from the molecular
level up working together and at exactly the right time. Dawkins’ argument
is as absurd as saying that if gunpowder, a fuse, a barrel and a cannonball
“happened to be around,” eventually they would assemble themselves, with
the ingredients carefully loaded in the right sizes and proportions, and then
go off at the right direction without blowing themselves up somewhere
along the way. No, all the components had to be carefully and intelligently
arranged in order to function.
Professor Behe notes: “Some evolutionary biologists, like Richard Dawkins,
have fertile imaginations. Given a starting point, they almost always can
spin a story to get to any biological structure you wish... Science, however,
cannot ultimately ignore relevant details, and at the molecular level all the
‘details’ become critical. If a molecular nut or bolt is missing, then the
whole system can crash.” (Darwin’s Black Box, 1998, p. 65)
(Beyond Today – “Oddities in Nature that Defy Evolution”)

EXPOSITION
Reconciling Religion and Reason (Part 1)
An Increasing Cultural Problem
Devoting time and obedience to God brings peace, joy, and hope that
the world cannot offer, yet it can also bring conflict. For the Bible student,
there is a danger that anxiety and lack of confidence may impede their
entering the race for salvation, as conflict and argument (both from within
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and without) will inevitably follow this choice. Yet, such must not be a
deterrent. The reward ahead is too great and the consequences of failure are
too certain. If we truly desire to honor and make God central in our lives,
shouldn’t His wisdom and commandments come first? Doesn’t God deserve
our most earnest effort to observe and find joy in His word? If we cannot
offer that effort to our Creator, to whom or to what could we offer it?
It’s important to remember that when conflict regarding our faith
arises, we aren’t defending ourselves or our personal beliefs. We are
servants defending and representing the originator of those beliefs: God
Himself (2 Timothy 3:16). As such, we need to conduct ourselves prudently
when speaking to others. This includes having the appropriate disposition,
listening carefully to dissent, knowing and understanding Bible doctrine,
and using Scripture to weigh and reason our defense.
It’s also important to note that such actions are pleasing to God. He is a
Father overhearing His sons and daughters believing, praising, and
defending Him, conducting themselves in the way He has commanded them.
We cannot offer anything to God but our love, respect and obedience, and it
is the highest and most reasonable state of mankind to do so (Ecclesiastes
12:13; 2 Timothy 2:15).
If we choose to preach and defend the things of God, we should not be
oblivious to the fact that, over time, ideological altercations can break out
with anyone: coworkers, friends, family, a religious congregation, and/or
society at large. Even Bible
students may find that they are in
conflict
among
themselves
…sound argument is
because what their flesh wants is
increasingly leaving our
sometimes opposed to God’s will
and expectations. There is a
culture… the replacement
reason that Ephesians chapter 6
culture is a sloppy one that
talks about putting on “the whole
cares little for truth;
armor of God.” The analogy
between holding beliefs and
discourages personal
fighting a war is apt, especially
responsibility and discovery;
when the worldview the believer
holds is counter to popular
encourages impatience,
societal standards and beliefs.
As we fight these battles, it is
more relevant than ever to
remember how important it is
to establish a reasoned faith.
Reason and debate are powerful
allies in a world that has become

hostility, and impulse;
wallows in dissatisfaction
and injustice; all the while
presenting few realistic and
encouraging solutions.
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increasingly tepid to both.
Honest debate, it seems, is increasingly leaving our culture. With it goes
any sense of self-assurance, any consideration for dissent, and any
desire for introspection, culpability, or peace. In its wake, society
becomes polarized, reduced to hurling one-liners and blanket irreverence in
the hope of shaming or bullying those with opposing views into the
regulated ranks of a party line. In this manner, reason falls subservient to
anger and outrage on one hand, or unbounded acceptance and tolerance on
the other; in other words, reason has no place at all. In popular culture, it has
been kicked to the curb, a relic of a bygone era where people did not shout
at each other as loudly and angrily as they do today. Debate and civil
argument, as a general interest or way of conduct, is slipping away in favor
of a bumper sticker world: a world of trite headlines aimed at compliance
rather than questioning asserted “truths.”
This world is a product of mounting circumstances. There are a lot of
reasons why people aren’t interested in pursuing civil debate and
argument. Consider:

Time is one major factor. We have an economy that pushes many people
into situations where they’re forced to go to school or work long hours to
make ends meet. On the other hand, those in relative comfort live beset by
constant distractions and invitations to leisure. There are only so many hours
in a day. How can someone work, study, or otherwise divert their attention
for hours and then be expected
to debate issues when there’s
little or no time given to
consider and study the
corresponding resources? Time
-crunched or not (we find time
for those things we’re truly
interested in), an increasingly
common shortcut is to jump on
social or digital media to see
what people are saying. This
can sometimes be a useful
tactic, but not always prudent
Pexels.com
(maybe not prudent at all).
Peer pressure on social media is intense, and it is hard to ignore. Most
people have a natural inclination to defend their friends, look good in front
of co-workers, give their nominal support or dissent to the issue of the day,
and avoid public humiliation. These general facets of human nature act as
pressures on social media to “fall in” with the public voices fighting the
daily culture wars. In this online foray, the battles aren’t fought with facts or
reason, but with virtual bullets and bombshells. Within social media, the
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loudest and greatest number of voices “win” regardless of the facts, because
who wants to take the whole day fielding responses for being the contrarian
on an issue that others feel compelled to defend? Worse still, who wants to
lose their friends, respect of co-workers, or their job because the wrong
person didn’t like what you had to say, not to mention online harassment
and retaliation from those who may not share your sense of public decorum?
One study calls this a “Spiral of Silence.” It’s a great name for the
problem. Writer and journalist Sarah Perez’s August 2014 article, “Social
Media is Silencing Personal Opinion – Even in the Offline World,” details
just that. It's great food for thought. (http://techcrunch.com /2014/08/26/
social-media-is-silencing-personal-opinion-even-in-the-offline-world/)
In this manner, both social media and the media at large tend to skew issues,
not just in terms of facts or reasoning, but in terms of how many voices
speak up. And make no mistake, the voices that speak up are not looking for
dissent. This “Us vs. Them” mentality becomes a feedback loop that grows
louder as more people join in the battle, and become more dissonant from
those who find themselves excluded or shunned by that respective ideology.
The result: ideological news characterizes all forms of media with their
talking points, slanted to cater to specific worldviews; constantly retorting
and discrediting pundits of opposing positions.
While some of the loudest voices such as Bill Maher (comedian, political
commentator, and television host) and Pat Robertson (religious broadcaster,
talk show host, businessman, and author) might have good points from time
to time; yet, any sense they make is usually overshadowed by their love for
“Us” and their disdain for “Them.” Such celebrity pundits then feed their
self-determined “best lines” back into various media. One could talk about
how politicians jump into social media to parrot public concern for issues
that they think will win them votes, or how businesses and corporations will
follow suit to avoid negative publicity and sell their products.
On another track, one could also talk about how there is an inherent stress in
making an argument even in private conversation (especially when taking a
side that is unpopular). One might explore the concept that people don’t like
gambling on not having a ready or coherent answer for something they
espouse; it is easier to make a personal attack on an opponent than attack an
ideology or offer coherent arguments.
One could talk on and on about these things, but to what end? Let us
just say that sound argument is increasingly leaving our culture for reasons
that are both common and understandable. The problem is, the replacement
culture is a sloppy one that cares little for truth; discourages personal
responsibility and discovery; encourages impatience, hostility, and impulse;
wallows in dissatisfaction and injustice, all the while presenting few realistic
and encouraging solutions. Who wants to participate in a world like that? …
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certainly not those who know and serve the LORD.
In contrast, the Bible compels personal responsibility, encourages discovery,
patience, compassion, truth, and wisdom. While the Bible speaks at length
about dissatisfaction and injustice, and while it encourages believers to see
those problems for what they are, it does not wallow in them. Instead, it
pushes believers toward satisfaction and peace in wisdom, understanding,
study, and service to the only entity capable of helping us – God.
Although we might have to live in a world that devalues argument and
rationale, we need not participate in its antics. A little work every day
goes a long way toward building our knowledge and understanding of
various issues. Exercising that understanding through debate and
conversation should help us test and appreciate our beliefs, listen to others,
care about our sources, discard beliefs and cares that are not biblically
based, and increase our passion for righteousness and true holiness
(Ephesians 4:24). We will be all the better for it.
Andrew Johnson, Roselle, IL

FROM OUR SISTERS
Love the Widows
We encourage all subscribers to read and consider this thoughtful and
important exposition on our role and responsibility to widows, especially to
those in the household. As addressed in the November 2019 Advocate
editorial by Brother Edward Farrar – “Sins of Omission” – some of the
commandments of God have a tendency to be overlooked, and surely our
individual performance or lack of performance related to this responsibility
falls within that category. We trust that this author’s exposition on the
subject will be both edifying and persuasive as to God’s expectations of His
servants. – Editor
God cares deeply for the widow and the fatherless. The psalmist rejoices
in God for His goodness towards those without a man in the household, A
father of the fatherless, and a judge of the widows, is God in His holy
habitation (Psalm 68:5). In Psalm 146, Yahweh is praised for being
mankind’s helper, especially for the vulnerable: The LORD… relieveth the
fatherless and widow (vs. 9); the Lord promises to ultimately destroy the
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Widow illustration by Andrew Johnson

house of the proud, and establish the border of the widow (Proverbs 15:25);
and God sets the solitary in a house (Psalm 68:6). Widows are humbled in
their state of being alone; their role and sense of purpose diminished.
All throughout the Law of Moses, God made provision for the widows.
The priest’s widowed daughter was to return to her father’s household
(Leviticus 22:13). Moses tells us, God doth execute the judgment of the
fatherless and widow (Deuteronomy 10:18). He did this by commanding
that part of the Israelites’ tithing went to those who could not support
themselves – the Levite, the stranger, and the fatherless, and the widow,
which are within thy gates, shall come, and shall eat and be satisfied; that
the LORD thy God may bless thee in all the work of thine hand which thou
doest (Deuteronomy 14:29; 26:12-13). Severe judgment came upon those
who were unjust and unloving toward the widow; the consequence would be
the removal of God’s blessing (Deuteronomy 27:19).
The Pharisees were condemned for ignoring the weightier matters of
the Law. They neglected the widows of their time. Worse, Jesus charged
them of devouring widows’ houses (Mark 12:40). In contrast, Isaiah
instructed the leaders and elders of God’s people, Learn to do well; seek
judgment, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead for the widow
(1:17). To take advantage of widows was the complete opposite of love,
mercy, and compassion.
Even though widows often find themselves compromised due to health,
financial means, and perhaps emotionally, they still have a place and a
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contribution to make in the family of God. For example, who did Yahweh
choose to sustain Elijah in Zarephath? – a poor widow (1 Kings 17:9).
Another poor widow demonstrated that she could still contribute to the
ecclesia, no matter how small her means, as our Master attested to in Mark
12:41-44. And Luke tells us that Anna devoted her widowhood to serving
God with fasting and prayer (2:37). The heart of a widow is often tender,
compassionately seeing to the needs of others, because she herself has been
in great need in one way or another. She can still be a helpful aid, if not to a
husband, to others. She has years of life experience, lessons learned,
wisdom gained, and stories to share of how God provided in unexpected
ways.

There can be a natural give and take with widows in the ecclesia,
yielding a mutual blessing. Job, a man
of virtue, caused the widow’s heart to
sing for joy (29:13). The Law stated that
No ecclesial widow
widows were always to be included with
the others in feasting and rejoicing
should go hungry,
(Deuteronomy 16:11, 14). And the people
remain totally alone,
were to share their harvest with the
widowed (Deuteronomy 24:19-21). Boaz
or not have enough
was particularly exemplary in following
to sustain herself or
this commandment when he redeemed the
her household. They
widowed Naomi and married her
widowed daughter-in-law Ruth. Also,
have a built-in family
David took Abigail, a newly widowed
of believers who
woman, to be a part of his family. Dorcas,
who Peter raised from the dead, was
should be looking out
known as a servant to the widows, full of
for them, showing
good works and almsdeeds which she
them great care.
did…and all the widows stood by him
weeping, and shewing the coats and
garments which Dorcas made, while she was with them (Acts 9:36, 39).
No ecclesial widow should go hungry, remain totally alone, or not have
enough to sustain herself or her household. They have a built-in family of
believers who should be looking out for them, showing them great care.
Widows are to be valued, revered and cared for as Paul instructs in 1
Timothy 5:3-16. They may need practical help such as yardwork, home
maintenance, or tax preparation. They all need visits, outings, and inclusion
in ecclesial and other events. Invite them out to breakfast, over to dinner, to
birthday parties, to a Sisters’ brunch or tea. This is especially important if
none of their own family are around. Even if they do have family, whether
in or out of the Truth, it is every single Brother and Sister’s role to watch
out for and improve the life of a widowed Sister.
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Widows with children (including “spiritual widows” whose husbands
divorced or separated from them) may also need extra support. Without a
husband, she alone bears the burden of raising and supporting her children
and household. The fatherless need male mentorship for their spiritual and
natural needs. Men who have themselves benefited from having someone
else’s father or grandfather take them under the wing in their tender years
should likewise do the same for others. Brothers from the ecclesia can
gently offer godly advice, spiritual support, as well as practical assistance.
Widowed Sisters should feel free to ask for this assistance, and Brothers
should prayerfully and gladly respond to their request for help. Pure
religion and undefiled before God is this, to visit the fatherless and widows
in their affliction (James 1:27). It is a high calling to be in the position to
provide relief for a widowed mother and her children. Everyone desires help
in their time of need. To help to lift any weight from those burdened and
troubled is manifesting the very character of Yahweh who desires His
widowed children to be shown love and provision.
The reality is that we are all individually in need of one another’s help
in our human state. When we realize this, empathy and compassion begin
to flow from the heart. All of us are in desperate need of God and His love,
mercy and blessings; and there is a deep need for the Shepherd’s daily care
and provision. Like Job’s experience when he lost everything, humbling
circumstances can come in a matter of moments, bringing the strongest to
their knees. God has a special awareness of and for the vulnerable. There is
not a word that can describe the loneliness that ebbs after one experiences
the loss of their mate. It is akin to losing half the body and heart. Widows
miss their husbands every day, no matter how long it has been since they
fell asleep in Christ.
Widows may have a difficult time asking for help. They have needs that
were never there before or were always taken care of by their husbands. It is
up to each individual Brother and Sister to offer help, time, company, and
needed skills to the widow. All elder Sisters are to be treated as mothers and
the younger as sisters. To lovingly include them in family circles,
establishing deep bonds, and providing healing balm, is the work of true
righteousness and compassion, as well as an outward demonstration of the
inner love for God and His children. When others are helped, it is as if Jesus
Christ himself is served (Matthew 25:35-40). He demonstrated this
particular love at the very end of his life. The Lord, in his utmost and
unbelievable anguish as he hung on the stake, provided his mother with a
new protector, provider, and place in a family (John 19:25-27). As we have
therefore opportunity, let us do good unto all, especially unto them who are
of the household of faith (Galatians 6:10).
A Sister in Christ
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BOOK REVIEW
Know Questions Bible Crosswords
(January to December)
The Advocate received notice of a new
addition to the “Know Questions on the
Bible” books by Aquila N. Priscilla
(pseudonym). The Advocate has alerted
readers in the past to the Know Questions on
the Bible series, designed to both complement
and serve as an aid to Bible study utilizing
“The Bible Companion” by Robert Roberts.
In the Preface of “The Bible Companion” the
author states, “Salvation depends upon the
assimilation of the mind to the Divine ideas,
principles, and affections exhibited in the
Scriptures… The infallible advice then, to
every man and woman anxious about their
salvation is: read the Scriptures daily!”
Know Questions on the Bible authors have
taken each chapter of the Bible and developed several types of questions to
be asked immediately after reading. The answers
are provided below each question utilizing the
wording in the King James Version of the Bible.
The types of questions are: 1) basic fact
questions; 2) fill in the blank questions; and 3)
research questions. If this book is used in a
family or group setting, one person can be the
questioner. As the Introduction to the book says,
“Some questions can easily be answered by
attentive listeners, young or old, while others
challenge the seasoned Bible student… If at first
it seems too hard to answer the questions, then
try ‘open book’ questioning, or if you are reading
alone just cover the answer and try to guess it
without peeking.” As with “The Bible
Companion,” this book allows you to cover the
Old Testament once each year and the New Testament twice.
The authors of the Know Questions on The Bible books have recently
provided another dimension to the daily readings:
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Know Questions Bible Crosswords
January to December
The Introduction to this publication suggests: “To help you remember what
you just read from the Bible, we suggest completing a Bible Crossword
Puzzle based on your daily readings. Your Bible readings for the day are
shown at the top of each page and are taken from The Bible Companion by
Robert Roberts.
Here’s what to do:
1) First read all three portions
in the King James Version
of the Bible.
2) With your Bible closed,
answer all the questions
you can.

3) Open your Bible and look
up the verse at the end of
each question where the
answer can be found. How
did you do?
4) For more information and
context, try looking up
additional
verses
sometimes
shown
in
brackets at the end of the
questions.
5) These crosswords work well for one, but even better with group
participation.
By following this procedure you will find out what you know, and learn
even more.”
For those who enjoy crosswords, this book can be an enjoyable and
profitable study aid. To order any of the Know Questions on the Bible
books / crosswords puzzles, go to www.lulu.com and search for Aquila N.
Priscilla.
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ECCLESIAL NEWS
News items must be received no later than six weeks prior to the
intended issue. Ecclesial news may be sent to Sister Kathy
Washeck at kwasheck@hotmail.com. Ecclesial news is also
posted on a password-protected section of The Christadelphian
Advocate’s website. The current password is ecclesia. The
website is www.christadelphianadvocate.org.

MOUNTAIN GROVE, ON – The Mountain Grove Ecclesia reports the
falling asleep of three members over the past few months. Sister Marnie
Bleakley, age 72, fell asleep in Christ on July 19, 2019 after a long illness.
She is survived by her husband, Brother Ted. On October 11, 2019, Sister
Barbara Farr fell asleep in Christ. Sister Barbara attended the Guelph
Ecclesia for most of her baptized life, and is survived by her daughter, Sister
Virginia Kirkpatrick. On January 1, 2020, Brother Robert Chisholm fell
asleep in Christ at the age of 75. He was the creator of the first
Christadelphian Ecclesial Directory “Green Book,” a task that occupied
many hours over several years. The Unamended community owes him a
debt of gratitude for his efforts. Brother Robert is survived by his wife,
Sister Sandra, and daughter, Sister Leigh Ann Bowles. We will miss these
dear members, but our sadness is tempered with the certainty of their
resurrection at the return of Christ.
Jonathan Farrar

FINGER LAKES, NY – Lord Willing, the Finger Lakes Ecclesia will be
holding our fourth annual Fraternal Gathering to be held May 2-3, 2020.
Our theme for the gathering is “A Vision of the Kingdom,” with our theme
verse taken from Psalm 23:6: Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all
the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD forever. The
teachers and speakers for the weekend will be Brother David Barnes,
Brother Jason Bland, and Brother Jonathan Farrar. To register, please
contact Sister Kim Chisholm: berlys78@gmail.com; 607-351-2841; 4475
Ball Diamond Road, Hector NY, 14841-9632.
Jason VanHorn
AUSTIN, TX CIRCLE DRIVE – It is with great sadness that we report
that Sister Glynis Sankey Kearney fell asleep in Christ on Saturday, October
19, 2019 at the age of 83. Sister Glynis had been baptized for many years
and attended the Austin Circle Drive Christadelphian Ecclesia. In the
summer of 1968, Sister Glynis and family moved from Kenner, LA to
Austin. After marrying Brother Clint Kearney, she moved to Oklahoma
where they attended the Skiatook Ecclesia for several years. They returned
to the Austin area to assist with the care of her parents, Brother Roger and
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Sister Flora Sankey. Brother Clint and Sister Glynis would travel most of
the summer to many Bible Schools making sure their grandson, Aaron, was
present and well-grounded in the Truth. Sister Glynis was truly an
inspiration to all who knew her; a present and contributing member of our
ecclesia until her health declined and she could no longer attend. She will be
greatly missed. She is survived by her daughter and son-in-law, Sister
Debbie Holder and Brother Don Holder, her grandson, Brother Aaron
Holder and his wife Sister Samantha Holder, and her great-grandchildren,
Carter and Isaac Holder. May her sleep be short, and the gift of immortality
be bestowed upon her at the return of our Lord.
Debbie Holder

AS THE DAY APPROACHES
Readers are invited to send items of interest
for this section directly to the Editor at
editor@christadelphianadvocate.org

There are many signs indicative of the near approach of that
interference of God in the affairs of men, which will result in changing the
kingdoms of this world into “the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his
Christ” (Revelation 11:15). To discern them, history and prophecy must
be known and understood to some considerable extent. These are the
two great lights which reveal the bearing of current events. Without
them, a man will neither recognize nor be interested in “the signs of the
times.” (Robert Roberts, Christendom Astray, Lecture 16)

Coronavirus: The coronavirus is actually a “pestilence” as mentioned in
Matthew 24:7, which is foretold to take place as a sign prior to Christ’s
coming. Pestilence is defined as “a contagious or infectious epidemic
disease that is virulent and devastating.” This also goes hand in hand with
all the other “events” that are mentioned as happening simultaneously...
which we are witnessing every day! For nation shall rise against nation,
and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences,
and earthquakes, in divers places (Matthew 24:7).
Daily World Watch, February 1, 2020

360 Billion Locusts and Expanding – A Plague of Biblical
Proportions: The United Nations’ Food and Agriculture Organization
(FAO) reports that the immense locust swarms that are invading Ethiopia,
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Kenya, and neighboring states are perhaps
unprecedented. “It’s certainly the most
dangerous migratory pest in the world – the
desert locust,” said FAO’s senior
agriculture officer. “A swarm the size of
Rome can eat enough food in one day as
everyone in Kenya;” and some of these
swarms are actually bigger than the city of
Rome. (Daily Mail) Recent cyclones (with
heavy rainfall) have increased the breeding
Desert Locusts Feeding
season of the desert locusts over wide
swaths of the tropics including Saudi Arabia, and the prospect is that the
pests will spread as far east as Pakistan and India! The expansion of the
locust population is expected to grow until the dry weather of July arrives…
Unbelievably, the size of the swarms could get many times larger than they
are before the world gets any relief from them… The pests are extremely
mobile being able to travel nearly 100 miles per day; and each one
consumes its own body weight in food every 24 hours! Their swarms are up
to 40 miles wide at the present time, and are expected to grow as they move
into new territories.
Splinters 47: eTPL 30, February 12, 2020
Anti-Defamation League (ADL) Reports Sharp Increase in Cyber Hate
in 2018: Cyber-hate is on the rise in the US, with 37% of Americans
reporting they experienced online hatred in 2018, according to a report
released Wednesday by the ADL. The number reflects an increase of 105%
from a 2017 Pew research study, which evaluated the percentage of
Americans experiencing cyber-hate at 18%. (Cyber-hate is an umbrella term
that includes sexual harassment, stalking and physical threats which
originate or occur online.) The bulk of the harassment seems to have taken
place on Facebook, with 56% of respondents reporting harassment on the
social platform. Some
19%
experienced
harassment on Twitter,
17% on YouTube and
16% on Instagram.
Cyber-hate
is
not
limited to what’s solely behind a screen; it can have grave effects on the
quality of everyday lives – both online and offline.

Jerusalem Post, February 13, 2019
Comment: As of this writing, a report on online cyber-hate for 2019 has
apparently not been published, but we may well imagine that the
frequency of cyber-hate has continued to increase, reflecting societies’
growing anger, hatred, and violence.
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In the early part of the 19th century there was widespread public interest in Bible
reading and teaching in England, her colonies, and the United States. In 1832, Dr.
John Thomas, a young English medical doctor and son of a Congregationalist
minister, immigrated to the United States where he was persuaded to take a leading
role in the Disciples of Christ movement. A man of considerable ability, he
undertook to produce a periodical for that community of Bible students. This
responsibility forced the doctor to engage in close, personal study of the Bible. As
he publicly taught and published what he found, he set forward what he understood
to be the true gospel of salvation as taught by Christ and the Apostles in the first
century. One of the important conclusions that Dr. Thomas reached was that man
did not have an immortal soul; he believed the Scriptures which state that “God
only hath immortality,” and that immortality is a gift that will be “put on” those
accounted worthy after the resurrection and judgment.
As this doctrine was at variance with the orthodox view of the immortality of the
soul held by the Disciples, Dr. Thomas left the Disciples so that he could continue
to proclaim Bible truths by pen and voice. Believers of like mind subscribed to the
periodical which he edited, and a number of associates developed in the United
States and in England. Dr. Thomas was not divinely inspired nor did he reveal any
new teaching. He was a medical practitioner whose attention was turned to the
Bible, and who, by the systematic study of it, set out the clear, simple principles of
its teachings. The doctrines he taught had been proclaimed for centuries before him.
His contribution was to articulate the Truth and recover it from the accumulation of
false teaching that had obscured it since apostolic days. He published his initial
conclusions in 1850 in a book entitled Elpis Israel, an Exposition of the Kingdom of
God. This defining work was followed by a number of other books, while he
continued to edit and publish a periodical. His largest work, in three volumes, was a
comprehensive exposition of the Apocalypse entitled Eureka. The name
Christadelphian (Greek for “Brethren in Christ”) was chosen when the community’s
doctrine of non-participation in war forced them to adopt a name at the outbreak of
the Civil War in order to be recognized by the authorities as conscientious objectors
to military service.
Christadelphians are serious Bible students, found in many continents and
countries, primarily in the United States, Canada, England, and Australia. Local
groups are known as “ecclesias” and membership is by profession of faith and
immersion. There is no paid clergy – each ecclesia elects serving brethren and all
members share in the duties of the ecclesia and the proclamation of Bible truth
according to their abilities. Christadelphians do not participate in political elections
nor serve in public office. They have no central government or authority. However,
with the help of willing volunteers, they sponsor annual Bible Schools and fraternal
gatherings for spiritual uplifting and fellowship. Believing in the Divine authorship
of the Bible, Christadelphians refuse interpretations that fail to harmonize all the
teaching of the Old and New Testaments. Believing that the creeds of many
denominations and sects oppose the teachings of the Bible, Christadelphians are
compelled to heed the command to “come out and be separate” from the errors of
Christendom and the corruption of the world through lust, making appeal in all such
matters to the statements of Scripture.
For more information on the Christadelphians and their teachings, or to obtain
additional copies, please visit the website: www.christadelphianadvocate.org.

